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__ | NTRODUCTION ... 


To the delegates of the Sixth Biennial Convention of 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen of North 
America, in convention assembled at Toronto, 
Canada— 


Delegates of the Convention: 


Confidence Lodge No. 102 of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Firemen, the citizens of Des Moines, its 
Commercial Exchange and the citizens of the great 
State of lowa dive you cordial greeting, and ask your 
close perusal of the accompanying facts about the State 
of lowa, its Capital City, Des Moines, and the induce- 
ments set forth in the proposition of the Commercial 
Exchange, in the hope and expectation that you will be 
prompted to accept the cordial invitation extended you 
by all to make Des Moines your choice for the next 
meeting of your. honorable body. 
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HON. A. B. CUMMINS. 


The subject of this sketch is entitled to recognition in these pages, as the unswerv- 
ing friend of the masses, and especially as the champion of the rights of railroad employes 
before the Committee on Platform of the Republican State Convention, held at Cedar 
Rapids in 1897, he being mainly instrumental in having the ‘‘Temple Amendment” plank 
inserted in the platform at that time. 

Mr. Cummins takes a deep interest in the man who earns his bread by the sweat of 
his brow. It is natural and heart felt, and is not tainted with demagoguery, for Mr. Cum- 
mins has attained his present high and enviable standing in the professional world by 
hard work and from small beginnings. Steadfastness of purpose, integrity and labor have 
made of Albert Cummins, the recorder’s clerk, carpenter, express messenger and deputy 
surveyor, Hon. A. B. Cummins, the orator, politician and jurist. 
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Railroad men who always appreciate and strive for the rewards of toil will take a 
keen interest in this honored resident of Des Moines in view of the possibilities which 
open simultaneously before him and them. There is no question in the minds of politicians 
but that Mr. Cummins will eventually be called into the United States Senate from lowa. 
When lowa elected a senator in 1894, Mr. Cummins was induced to enter the canvass. It is 
quite unnecessary for the purpose of this sketch to disect the reasons for the results of the 
legislative caucus on the question Suttice it to say that the strength shown by Mr. Cum- 
mins was satisfactory in every way to his friends and surprising to his friendly opponents 
in the canvas. It was the third time in his life that Mr. Cummins had turned his attention 
directly to politics. The first was when he was elected as a member of the State Legisla- 
ture in 1887, and the second was when he toured the state with Hon. W. W. Witmer, 
holding joint debates on national issues, principally the tariff, the occasion being the nomi- 
nation of the two men, respectively, as Harrison and Cleveland electors in the national 
campaign of 1892. Mr. Cummins has, however, been pressed into the service of his party 
repeatedly, and as chairman of the convention held to choose delegates to the last national 
republican convention delivered one of the most brilliant political addresses ever heard in 
the state. It is believed by men of affairs that Mr. Cummins’ star directs his fate to a seat 
in the United States senate. 

To this notable distinction Mr. Cummins has literally climbed. It is immaterial 
whether his energy is due to habits of thrift and conscientious labor formed in youth, or 
whether his persistency and ambition are due to his Scotch-Irish blood; the fact remains 
that he has ambition, he had energy, he had what is commonly termed sticktoitiveness. 
He was born in Pennsylvania, in 1850. His education was academical, and so far as 
schools are concerned was finished when he was 19 years of age. In 1869 he faced the 
world and his sole capital was bound up in the qualities mentioned in the first lines of this 
paragraph, coupled, be it known, however. with unswerving integrity and a disposition to 
study. Mr. Cummins secured a clerical position in a county office in Elkader, and after- 
wards worked at the carpenter’s bench In 1870 he became an express messenger between 
McGregor and St. Paul. In 1871 he went to Fort Wayne, Ind., becoming deputy survey or 
of the county; he advanced to the position of division engineer of the Cincinnati, Rich- 
mond and Fort Wayne railroad; in 1872 he was made engineer in charge of the location of 
the Northern Central Michigan railroad between Jonesville and Lansing. 


This, it has turned out; was the parting of the ways for Mr. Cummins. One road 
led into the railroad business and possibly into the financial world; the other led into the 
professional world. The latter was chosen. Mr. Cummins began the study of law in 
which he has made an eminent success, on January 1, 1873, being twenty-three years of 
age. He was admitted to practice in Illinois exactly two years later, forming a partner- 
ship with McClellan & Hodges. of Springfield. In 1878 Mr. Cummins came to Des 
Moines. He formed a partnership with his brother, Mr. J. C. Cummins, who retired in 
1880. A partnership was then formed with Judge G. G Wright, Mr. Thomas Wright 
and Mr. Carroll. Wright. The retirement of Judge Wright, who has been a member of 
the supreme bench of this state and a United States senator, and of Mr. Thomas Wright, 
who afterwards became general solicitor of the great Rock Island system and recently died, 
left the firm Cummins & Wright, Mr. Carroll Wright, brother of Mr. Thomas Wright, 
being the junior member. At the death of Mr. Thomas Wright, the lowa business of the 
Rock Island railroad was given in charge of Mr. Carroll Wright, his brother, which necessi- 
tated his retirement from the firm, and it was reorganized with Mr. Hewitt and Mr. Craig 
Wright, a nephew of Mr. Carroll Wright, as the partners of Mr. Cummins, the firm being 
now Cummin, Hewitt & Wright. 

Mr. Cummins is a leader in all local affairs. His prominence is not confined solely 
to his professional life. His literary tastes and capabilities are natural supplement of his 
legal attainments, and his social life is ideal. He was married in 1874, and has one 
daughter, Miss Kate Cunimins. 
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HON. JAMES S. CLARKSON. 

Mr. Clarkson, or ‘Ret’? as he is better known to nearly everyone 
acquainted with him, was born at Brookville, Indiana, May 17, 1842, 
and was a graduate from the printing office of his father; beginning his 
trade when so young that a pile of boxes were necessary to raise him 
to a level with the ‘‘space box.”” He came to Iowa with his father, and 
worked on the farm in Grundy County until the tocsin of war sounded, 
when he offered his services with his brother Richard P., to the Union 
army, but was rejected for physical disability, caused by overwork in a 
steam saw mill the prior winter. He continued his labor on the farm, 
and while his father was member of the State Senate, was left in sole 
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charge of it. But agriculture had few charms for him, and coming 
to Des Moines, May 18, 1866, he found employment more to his taste 
in the composing rooms of the Iowa State Register. Six weeks later 
he was promoted to the assistant foremanship, and three months after 
to the foremanship of the office. An opportunity soon presented itself 
for purchasing the paper, and for a consideration of $30,000 cash, the 
Register became the property of the Clarkson Co., consisting of the 
father and two sons. 

The subject of this sketch was already a firm, fast friend of his 
adopted city, and used his great abilities and the ever growing power of his 
paper to fcrward its interests and promote its prosperity. He had an 
abiding faith in railroads as a means of developing a city, and so believ- 
ing, he took hold of the Des Moines, Knoxville & Albia road, , which 
was practically a dead letter, and by persistent individual effort, secured _ 
its completion. He also inaugurated the Milwaukee, Marion, Marshall- 
town and Des Moines railroad project; was made president of the Com- 
pany and spent both his own time and money to secure its success. 

‘‘General” Clarkson is the title given ‘‘ Ret’’ in later years, and 
the title was well earned. It was during the Harrison administration 
that Mr. Clarkson undertook the herculean task of beheading democratic 
postmasters and filling their places with good republicans. It was not 
a position he sought by any means, that of ‘:chief headsman,”’ or Assist- 
ant Postmaster General, but his friends, among whom none were more 
truly loyal than Hon. James G. Blaine, prevailed upon him to accept 
the position for a time, which he did. As postmaster of Des Moines, 
for two terms, he had gained an experience which was of considerable 
help to him in the higher station, and he performed the functions of 
his arduous office at Washington in a manner that elicited the greatest 
admiration from his friends. 

But the acceptance of that office took away one of the best citizens 
Des Moines ever had. Fora few years Mr. Clarkson kept his home 
officially here, and represented the State of Iowa loyally in the Repub- 
lican National Committee. He gradually drifted away from national 
politics, however, and became associated with large capitalists in busi- 
ness enterprises Of much magnitude, and his residence in the east be- 
came permanent in consequence. He wastwice offered the nomination 
of United States Senator, once during his residence in Utah and again 
in Des Moines, when either nomination meant sure election, but Mr. 
Clarkson declined the high honor on both occasions. 

He is a warm and sympathetic friend andhas a most tender regard 
for the struggling masses. Generous to a fault, his name is honored 
by hundreds of men, women and children in the State of Iowa who will 
always have an appreciative recollection of his many kind deeds, his 
sympathetic words and his loyal helpfulness. May he live to return 
to the home of his early adoption. 
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uy DES MOINES, IOWA. 
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THOS. HATTON, PRESIDENT. 


Jno. M. READ, First Vice President. 
SIMON CASADY, Second Vice President. 


TACITUS HUSSEY, Treasurer. 
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MADE RIGHT. RUN RIGHT. 
a———_ MANY STYLES. RIGHT PRICES. 


KRATZER CARRIAGE CO., Wholesale Vehicle Makers, 


DES AXOINES, IOWA. 


Merchants Cafe. 9 whee 


SHERIDAN & MITCHELL, 


a 
Proprietors. 
EB ee ee _.319 FIFTH ST. 
Tables for Ladies. : DES MOINES IOWA 
Oysters, Fish and Game. Open all Night ) a 


| _ Why Not Try” > 


) DES MOINES LAUNDRY 


oa } And when you’ve received your laundry 
notice the shape and finish on edge of 
your collars. No saw edges, but smooth | 
Ree oe and even finish. We have a special ma- 
PRINS TOCA Ss WOE ie aoe es oc dea du ie ane es 


se HENRY TOUSSAINT, Proprietor, Des Moines, Iowa, 
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Of the Commercial Exchange of Des Moines to the delegates 
to the Sixth Biennial Convention of the Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Firemen in Convention as- 
sembled at Toronto, Canada, Sep- 
tember 12, A. D. 1898. 


Sain you decide to hold your next convention 
in Des Moines, Iowa, the citizens will give you cor- 
dial welcome and do everything in their power to 
make your visit a happy and memorable one. Among the 
inducements offered are: 

1. Free headquarters arranged for the convenience 
of delegates. 

2. A mammoth Auditorium, with seating capacity 
for 5,000, the plans for which have been perfected, and 
which will be modern and up-to-date in every particular, 
with all accessories such as committee rooms, perfect ac- 
coustics and ventilation, will be placed at the service of 
the Convention, free of charge. 

3. The Ladies Auxiliary will be tendered free use of 


the local lodge headquarters, Flynn’s Hall, said to be one 
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Capital City 


FURNISHES * »# 


Gas Stoves, 

Water Heaters, 

Gas Flat Irons, 

Cake Griddles, 

Waffle Bakers, 

and all other Gas 
Appliances at 

LESS THAN COST. 
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FOR GAS, HANGS GAS FIXTURES 
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Free Service Pipe to any one 
Agreeing to buy a Gas Stove and use Gas. 
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Dentistry 


GUARANTEED 
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Medical Block, 
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\; Minneapolis, Minn. 


By our up-to-date methods of 


operation we save... 


WITHOUT 
CAUSING THE 
PATIENT PAIN 


Teeth that others would de- 


stroy or extract. We extract 


teeth only when absolutely 


necessary .. 


THEN 
WITHOUT PAIN. 


The Dentine Obtunder removes 
from tooth filling 


Our 


within your reach. 


all pain 


operations, prices are 


217-218-219 Equitable Building, 


Des Moines. 
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of the finest lodge rooms in the west; or, if desired, the 
magnificent K. of P. Hall, recently decorated ata cost of 
$4,000, will be placed at their disposal. 


4+, The managers of the imposing spectacular repre- 
sentation of SENI OM SED (read backwards) which 
occurs annually, will arrange the dates for this magnificent 
trade tournament to correspond to the dates of your con- 
vention. It will consist, in part, of brilliantly illuminated 
streets and decorated business blocks, triumphal arches, 
pyrotechnic displays with set pieces, illustrative, among 
other designs, of subjects relating to the visiting Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Firemen; grand and elaborate proces- 
sions, representing the manufactures, trades and fine 
arts, a gorgeous production of superb spectacular charac- 
ter, only equalled by the New Orleans Mardi Gras, con- 


tinuing nightly with fresh attractiveness throughout the 


whole of one week 
to $10,000 to produce. 


a pageant that will cost from $8,000 


& ‘It is*well known that Iowa is the great agricultural 
State of the Union, and its historic State Fair, held an- 
nually at Des Moines, attracts thousands to witness ‘this 
great exhibition of all that is best in agriculture. It is a 
wonderful object lesson to see the various methods em- 
ployed for raising the world’s food products, and it is 
promised that every effort will.be made to have this great 
State Fair held at the same time as the Brotherhood Con- 


vention. 
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6. Arrangements will be made for an excursion to 
one of the following cities on the first Sunday of the Con- 
vention’s meeting: Dubuque, Iowa, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Omaha, Neb., or Kansas City, Mo. 

7. ‘There will be rides over the city on the great one- 
system Electric Iailroad which has fifty miles of track 
in operation, and handsomely appointed rolling stock. 

8. The four picturesque parks will be thrown open 
to visiting delegates and friends for picinic purposes. 

9. Handsome souvenir badges, entitling wearers to 
the freedom of the city and special privileges, will be 
given delegates and their friends on arrival. 

10. easonable rates are promised at all hotels, res- 
taurants and private boarding houses. No extortion wi!l 
be tolerated or allowed. ‘ 

11. When it is decided that the next convention of 
the Brotherhood shall be held in Des Moines, the Com- 
mercial Exchange, acting in conjunction with Confidence 
Lodge No. 102, Brotherhood Locomotive Firemen, guar- 
antees to send a list of 500 new subscribers to the Brother- 
hood Magazine during the first six months of the year 1900. 

12. The entertainment of the Convention will con- 
clude with a grand banquet and ball, tendered by the 
citizens, and it is believed that in the matter of putting up 
a square meal, Des Moines, the center of the greatest pro- 
‘ducing state in the Union, will be equal to the occasion. 
Tuos. HATTON, President 


On behalf of the Des Moines Mito WARD, Secretary. 
Commercial Exchange. 
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Harris-Emery Company 


i, ee, ee, 


Iowa’s Greatest Dry Goods Store. 


WELCOMES ALL VISITORS TO DES MOINES. 


E have a stock at retail of over a quarter-million dollars, of 
Dry Goods, Carpets and Millinery. It flows in and out always 


a fresh stream. 
We mark all goods in plain figures and have but the one price to 


every body. 
We have pleasant waiting rooms, where you can rest, arrange to 
meet friends, and have your grips and parcels ca-ed for free of charge. 
When you visit Des Moines, visit the big store. It is one of the 
city’s sights, and always a pleasant one, 


HARRIS-EPMERY CO. 


(@racte “WPouse, 


PAUL J. KRAETSCH, Prop. 


e Ser, 
8 _ ot MEALS 25 CENTS. 
" ( “<afio—” 


rt 214-16 Walnut St. _ Des Moines, lowa. 


; = 
—— 


Rates $1.00 and $1.25 Per Day. 


Deutsches Gastbaus. 


21 


S7NiOM ea@ OF BAHOTIENY dane 


p Psd Aeprenectctggr—msihe “Rie 


io wnelioh soiiar-torage s twre jo liste Ma foi 
ayerin tio. tein at ewok a rortitiM bas 


ee 


at gota nite ods tud ovet-bos covey? nielg ap ahoa 


wiar hoo wed Woy oMdw jerIne iti theo tet 


outertste doz). wot hecgp eloming bes eqivg pose 
arly le aio af. tt anos al ort) thaly 24niol wee jee 6 
‘ey Say . ate 48 neealey P neon bn 

hd VRSNI-SIDAAY 


sewoe 10D f 


one ADZTAASA l AUAT: : 


eR 
% 2TMIS e& 2JARM Ty 
———— ( . : 


2th pena raf 


OBSERVATORY BUILDING. 


TALLEST BUILDING IN IOWA. 
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MAYOR JOHN MAC VICAR. 


Born in Galt, Canada, July 4, 1859. His parents were natives of the Scottish High- 
lands and removed to Canada in 1854. At the age of eight years, together with his mother 
and elder brothers (his father having died in the meantime) he came to Erie, Pennsylvania, 
where he received a common school education. When hearrived at the age of thirteen 
years, his mother died and he was given a home by a kind family with whom he lived 
during the ten years following. He secured a position as errand boy in a book and wall 
paper store, where, availing himself of the advantages afforded by contact with the better 
class of men and books, he succeeded in acquiring a practical education, which has served 
him in lieu of greater school advantages. 
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In 1872 he came to Des Moines to take a responsible position in a large wholesale and 
retail wall paper house. He held this position for ten years and was then enabled to «pen 
in a modest way a business of his own, which he has since operated in a successful manner. 

In 1884 he married the daughter of a well know pioneer preacher, Dr. J. A. Nash, and 
has an interesting family of four children. In 1888 he was elected town recorder of the 
suburban town of North Des Moines. In attempting to correct some of the evils existing 
in the conduct of affairs of the town he attracted some attention, and, the following year, 
was elected mayor. 

In 1890, North Des Moines was annexed to the city of Des Moines. Two years later 
began the campaign of the citizens of Des Moines against the high rates charged by the 
Des Water Works Company, Mr. MacVicar taking a prominent part. He was made 
chairman of the mass meetings and a member of the committee appointed, to conduct the 
campaign. During the five years this agitation continued. Mr. MacVicar was one of the 
most persistent and active members of this committee, and to his untiring energy is credited 
a large share of the success attained in reducing the water rates, public and private, about 
$€0,o00 per annum. He was elected on the republican ticket to the office of Mayor in 1896, 
upon the direct issue of municipal ownership of water works, control of public franchises 
and reduction of taxation. The campaign for his nomination and election is credited with 
being the most warmly contested of any political fight ever known in Des Moines. He 
was elected by a majority of 1,500, which is greater than any previous majority ever re- 
corded in Des Moines for this office. 

As Mayor, from the start, he adhered steadily to the principles upon which he was 
elected. He met with opposition in the City Council and out of it, but continued his 
steady and persistent fight for what he considered rightand for the best interests of the city 
and the people generally. He has made enemies, some of them rich and powerful, but at 
the same time he has the consolation of knowing he has made thousands of friends who 
respect him as a man and as a public official. He, in September, 1897, attended a con- 
vention of Mayors and Councilmen of the cities of the United States, held at Columbus, 
Ohio, where was organized the League of American Municipalities, which has for its 
object the practical study of all questions pertaining to municipal government. 

Mayor MacVicar delivered before this convention an address which attracted attention 
throughout the country, and he, young man though he was, and Mayor of a western city, 
was elected by acclamation, president of the organization. Upon his return home he was 
given an enthusiastic public reception, participated in by many of the prominent citizens, 
many of whom had opposed his election as Mayor. He had brought high honor, not only 
to himself, but also to the city of which he is Mayor. 

John MacVicar is yet a young man, and judging from the past has a bright and hon- 
orable future before him. 

In 18¢8, aftera warm contest in the republican party, Mayor MacVicar was renominated 
for the office in which he had so distinguished himself, carrying every precinct in the city 
. at the party primaries. April 28 he was elected by the people, receiving a majority of 1239 
over a very popular and worthy opponent 

Coming from the ranks of labor, Mayor MacVicar has always evinced a warm interest 
in the weal and welfare of the masses. The humblest citizen can always obtain redress 
as readily as the most powerful corporation; and the early training John MacVicar had, 
when in the ranks of labor he wielded the painter’s brush, has left its impresson the con- 
duct of his life. He is a man of the people and beloved accordingly. 
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MATT KANE’S as 


-—™. 226 and 228 Fourth Street, Des Moines, Iowa. 7 


UIET Pace a naa 
-— 


Welcomed 
WM. PRIEBE, Proprietor. ina 
yx Finest Wines and Liquors in the City. ||| Sociable 
! + 410 West Court Avenue, Manner. 
ie Des Moines, lowa. 


M. CHIESA... mum.  « «« «< 


Soa, «(Dealer in 


Val. Blatz Brewing Co’s Milwaukee Lager Beer 


IN BULK AND BOTTLES. 
FINE TABLE BEERS—Export, Wiener, Muenchener and Private Stock, de- 
livered to any part of the city 


Main Office, Midway Saloon, 301 South 4th St, 
Telephone Nos. Iowa 878; Mutual 824. 


eceaisiaee 


THE BEER THAT MADE MILWAUKEE FAMOUS. 


4 The Richelicu. 


High Grade Imported and Domestic 
Wines Liquors and Cigars. 


J WEBER, JR., PROPRIETOR. 


Wholesale Dealer Jos. Schlitz Brewing Co's 
Milwaukee Lager Beer. 


Phone 28. 3213 West Fifth Street. 
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213 fourth St., 
Des Moines, Towa 


~~ o 


A. J. KYLE, Manager. 


Telephone 898, ————"~ 


Ib 


Our Motto: “QUICK SALES AND SMALL PROFITS.” 


UR PATRONS will conter a favor on us by returning any Wines or Liquors bought 

() of us and not found satisfactory or as represented, as we sell none but the purest and 

most medicinal of these goods, and aim to give our customers the best goods 

at lowest prices. Give us a trial order and be convinced. Family trade is our 

specialty and we give our patrons the benefit of buying Wines and Liquors in small 
quantities at wholesale prices. ; 


Our Prices are beyond Competition. 


We don’t ask you to take our word for it; the goods speak for themselves. 

Terms and prices the same to all—Net Cash. We guarantee our goods to give satis- 
faction, or take them back and refund the money. We do not employ traveling salesmen, 
and consequently must depend upon the quality of the goods we sell and our reputation to 
bring us trade. 

Mail Orders receive our prompt and special attention. All goods shipped in plain 

cases, and as we cannot ship C. O. D., please remit-with order. 

Prices on bulk goods include jugs. For boxing jugs we make an additional charze of 

1oc for x gallon jugs, 15c for 2 gallon jugs and 2oc for three or 4 gallon jugs. 
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Des Moines—Then and Now. 


F THE writer of this sketch is correctly informed, the 


National organization of Locomotive Firemen is com- 


posed of a class of mechanics above the average in intel- 
ligence, brave bold men, brawny of muscle, and with 
brains that they know how to use. They have a habit when not 


otherwise occupied of always “looking ahead’’ and while the natural 


DES MOINES THEN. 


FIRST HOUSE-—BUILT IN 1843. 


aspiration of most of them as a class is toward a rapid promotion to 
“the throttle,’ they will be pardoned, if at times, some gentler 
thought of home-building and home-owing should chase, through their 


minds and claim a place in their minds. 
They are a much traveled class of men, and yet we feel sur: 
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there are many aniong them who have never visited Des Moines, Iowa. 

Believing that some of the many may have in mind the home- 
building, home-owning idea, and that the choice of a location for 
holding the next National Convention may be made with the two- 
fold object in view, viz: Of having a good time, and also sizing up 
the place as among the possibilities for a future place of residence, 
the citizens of Des Moines have caused to be published the accom- 


panying facts relative to their home city and its environments, trusting 


DES MOINES NOW, 


PORCH OF PRIVATE RESIDENCE. 


that every delegate into whose hands this souvenir may fall will give 
it a close perusal. 

Des Moines, the Capitol of the State of Iowa, and County Seat 
of Polk County, is situated at the confluence of the Raccoon with the. 


Des Moines river, and near the geographical center of the State. It 
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LOOK AT THE MAP 


Then Go 


TO PORT ARTHUR. 
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Special Rates to Homeseekers. 


See the new city! 
See the new seaport! 
See the new 800-mile railwiy te minus 
See the new manufacturing city! 
See the new commercial Se 
See the new investment city! 
a4 the work on the government jetties; and 
See the three ginnt dreiges now at work! (More 
to follow. 
IS your time to visit and investigate Port 
NO Arthur. Not tc-morrow—not next week 
—nodt next month—but NOW. Every day 
our opportunity. Every month brings 
Sy eget lavetcn and business men to Port 
Arthur. That's what makes the real estate market 
active. That's why you should goatonce. Those 
who have seen. say: ‘Port Arthur Is the best place 
in the United States for a man (to geta start. 
Population January 1, 1897 - - - 84 


Population January1,1898 - - = 4,200 
Address F, A. HORNBECK, 


General Manager Port Arthur Land & Townsite Co. and 
Land Commissioner K. C. P. & G. R. R. 


7th §& Wyandotte Sts., Kansas City, Mo, 


F. C. Macartney, Jr. 


W. W. Wisz, 
President. 


Sec’y-Treas. 


Wisclce,C.&R.Co. 


-~—— Dealers in the —— 


Best Quality of 
Natural Ice. 
Office Phone 267. House Phone 493. 


Office, 330 East Fifth Street, 
Des Moines, lowa. 


See our Pamphlet containing Floyd Davis, E 
M., Ph. D.’s, Report which will be 
furnished on request. 


READ THIS EXTRACT FROM IT. 


In conclusion, I would say that the naturzl ice 
obtainedcfrom water of good quality is safer than 


most of the artificial ice sold, for the following 
reasons:— 


1, Artificial ice is liable to contain lead, zinc, 
and other metalic substances more or less injuri- 
ous to health, which are not found in natural ice. 

2. Our total lack of knowledge of the maximum 
contamination, especially metalic impurities of 
the v: rious blocks of artificial ice renders its use 
much less safe than that of natural ice, which is of 
very uniform compcsition, and the quality of which 
can be determined by a knowledge of the character 
offthe water from which it was frozen, and an ex- 
amination of samples of the accumulated supply. 

3. The concentration of the impurities in the 
artificial ice in small portions of the block makes 
it possible to introduce a very considerable and en- 
tiiely unknown amount of foreign matter into a 
single pitcher‘ f water, whereas no such darger 
is incurred with natural ice, since all parts of the 
bleck are of uniform quality. 

4. Artificial ice, being made from day to day, is 
licble, especially in summer, to contamination 
with bacteria and germs from foreign matter fall- 
ing into the tanks from the clothing and hand «f 
the men in the factory, and from the dust of city 
streets which, once inthe water, will be frozen 
into the ice and cannot be washed oft, as can be 
done when such substance fall onthe outside of 
the ice. 

5. Artificial ice, being made from distilled 
water, is liable to contamination through leaks in 
the condenser pipes whereby the cooling water be- 
ccmes mixed with the distilled water. If this cool- 
ing water is derived from wells, such contamination 
may be of serious importance. 

6. In case of an epidemic of any disease, such 
as cholera, artificial ice made during the preva- 
lence of the disease is far less safe to use than 
natural ice harvested at a time when such disease 
was known not to exist in the community. 

Yours truly, 
THOMAS B. OSEORNE, Ph. D., 
Consulting and Analytical Chemist 
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Specialties: - 
Fish, Oysters, Live Lobsters, 
Soft Shell Crabs, 

Game in Season ~~ 


OPEN DAY AND NIGHT. | 


224 Fourth Street, 
Kirkwood Block, 


PRESTON & PATTI, DES MOINES, ‘IOWA. 
‘Proprietors. say 


ab Orford Cate. 
i 
ie 


Che 
Elborn. 


WILLIAM KRAMER, Proprietor. 
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is distant 358 miles west from Chicago, 360 north from St. Louis, 
297 south from St. Paul, 266.north and a little east from Kansas 
City, and 144 miles east from Omaha, the latter being the only city 
within '200 miles approaching it in size. 

The situation of Des Moines, as to commercial advantages 
compares favorably with any city in Iowa. Although it has no river 


navigation, like cities along the Eastern border, yet its location is 


DES MOINES NOW, 


WINDOW AND PORCH OF PRIVATE RESIDENCE, 


central in the midst of a large area unoccupied by any rival city, 
and in one of the richest agricultural districts iu the country. The 
beauty and picturesqueness of the scenery, the richly timbered forests, 
undulating prairie, and winding water courses have contributed 
largely to make Des Moines the central jewel of the corn belt, and 
the pride of the blue grass region. It is the uncrowned queen of 


‘‘Peerless Iowa” —the coming great city of the Mississippi Valley. 
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But there is no space in this brief sketch for flowery rhetoric or 
descriptive history. The main subject is Des Moines’ attractions as 
a great and growing inland city, and one that is amply able to 
accommodate a large convention. The hotels of Des Moines rank 
very high in liberal provision for and careful attention to the needs 


of guests. They are large and abundant for emergencies, and are 


<2 eMOINE 
RAIL WAYS. 


withall so home-like and attractive as to secure a convention of some 
sort almost every day in the year. Illustrations of some of the lead- 
ing hotels are published on other pages and speak for themselves. 
Then there are restaurants of all kinds, from the most pretentious to 


the most humble—all grades and all prices. 
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W.P. CHASE Co 


616-618-620 Locust St, 317 Seventh St. 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 


BICYCLES BICYCLE SUNDRIES BOATS AND CANOES 
GUNS AMMUNITION FISHING TACKLE 
GAMES SPORTING GOODS TOYS and NOVELTIES 


Largest House of the kind in the entire Northwest. 
Send for 200 page Catalogue. 


—~ 


Special and Prompt Attention given to | 

FRESH FUNERAL, WEDDING and 
apa. DECOR ATHONE .sssscvns 

| (Ul * '_L. Morris, Florist 

Floral Depot at 516 Walnut Street. g 

Telephone No. to Depot 334. 

FLOWERS. Greenhouse 2640 Cottage Grove Ave., $ 

Des Moines, Hilson’ 
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J. H. Windsor, President 
TATE H. A. Eiliott, V. President 
Theo. F. Grefe, Secretary 


«~_[INSURANCE. CO: Simon Casady, Treasurer 
OF DES MOINES, IA. LEON 


Pree Tl Te vv s 
Insures Against 


Fire, Lightning and 


Tornadoes. 


A Nice GERMAN 


CANARY or a pP qarot 


GBA SS 3 eee" 


will be good company for your wife during vour ab- 
sence. Why not get one for her? Write for de- 
scriptive circular and prices. Largest stock in the 
west. 


IOWA SEED CO., 
Des Moines, lowa. 
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CHANDLER & LAWYER, 


O12 WALNUT.. 


Hatters a¢ Men's Furnishers 


Stetson Hats. 
4m S§)10I0CS CO Order. 


Sole Agent oe Best 
Youman Hats. $3. 00 
pads Nis dit, Mk id bhi Shh 


Ypsilanti Underwear. in acreee at 
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Of Course you Know__ p> 


ACs Milijisy lel: 
S597 Fil oe f eens 
LP HOTOGRAPHER 


OF DES MOINES 


There are Photographers who make ‘‘ good work.” that is, fair work, 
but if you want something fine you must go to Webster, his work is far, 
and away ahead of the other fellows. He will treat you right, every time, 
He makes a specialty of all kinds of out-door and in-door Photography, 
Lalf tone work, etc. Asa Group Photographer he has no equal, makes any- 
thing in his line from a button to an oil painting. Give him a call. 


STUDIO 413-415 elo ae ST 
SBAMRLALMIALN MI eee DES MOINES, IOWA. 
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Des Moines, as the accompanying map shows, is the center from 
which radiate seventeen railway lines—making it most easily acces- 
sible from any point in the United States. One hundred and three 
trains convey passengers daily into and out of the city, and the rail- 
road interests are continually growing. It is but recently that the 
great Rock Island & Pacific established its main western shops 
and created a division at Valley Junction, a suburb two miles from 
Des Moines, and a thriving railroad town has grown up like a mush- 
room in consequence. Arrangments have. just been completed for 
the extension of the Gulf railroad to Des Moines, and a sure outlet to 
the Southern Coast and Port Arthur is soon to become a reality. 
More railroad employees make their homes in Des Moines and 
vicinity than anywhere else in the state. 


There are many old citizens, pioneers of the prairie, who well 


> cml aT 
A) 
¢ 


recollect that their only means of travel for many a year was by 
ie 1820238 

It was in September, 1849, lines of stages were established from 
Fort Des Moines to Keokuk and Iowa City by Fink & Walker, and 
during the same year Chiles & Hull ran a hack from the Fort to 
Council Bluffs. These constituted all the facilities for travel until the 
advent of the Western Stage Company in Iowa. This company was 
a powerful corporation in anti-railroad days, and died hard as the 
railroads crept in and took its business. The truth was never more 
clearly demonstrated that the railroads are the great civilizers of the 


age than in following the rapid growth of this city after their advent 
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VAN PELT & JAYNE, 


= SHORT-HAND REPORTERS = 


We take pleasure in calling attention to the firm of Van Pelt & Jayne, Youngerman 
Block, Des Moines, compcsed of Frank M. Van Pelt and W. H,. Jayne. These gentlemen 
have each had about twenty-five years of experience as court and general reporters, and are 
very expert in that line. Both gentlemen have had a legal training and are members of the 
bar. Their specialty is the taking ot depositions, references and conventions, although they 
have a large general office business, sach as the taking of dictation of business and profes- 
sional man, etc. Weare permitted to append a few cf the numerous testimonials which 
the gentlemen showed us: 


Supreme Court Chamber, 
Des Moines Iowa, March 5, 1897. 
To whom it may concern: 

This is to say that I have known Mr. Frank Van Pelt, of Des Moines, for more than 
twenty-five years, socially and in his profession as a stenographer and court reporter, he 
having served in the courts over which I have presided. He has no superior as a reporter 
and is a gentleman worthy of the fullest confidence and respect. 

Very respectfully, 
Josiah Given. 


Circuit Court of Illinois, Cook County. 
Judge Richard S. Tuthill. 
Chicago, Ill., June 10, 1896. 
To whom it may concern; 

{ have known the bearer of this, Mr. W. H. Jayne, for many years, during all of 
which time he has been one of our most trusted and competent court reporters. I take 
pleasure in introducing and in commending Mr, Jayne to any who may have occasicn to 
need his services. Very respectfully, 

Richard S. Tuthill. 


I take pleasure in adding my endorsement to what Jndge Tuthill has said of Mr, 
Jayne. J hn Gibbon. 


I cordially endorse what Judge Tuthill and Judge Gibbons have said with reference 
to Mr, Jayne. Orrin N. Carter, 
County Judge. 


Also the following testimonial from Fred L. Barnett, member of the Grand Executive Board 

of 3. of Lr F. 

To whom it may concern: 

I have know Mr. Van Pelt, of the firm of Van Pelt & Jayne for a number of years, 
and have had occasion to employ him in the line of his specialty, and take pleasure in say- 
ing that his work has always given entire satisfaction, and his reliability is unquestioned. 

Very respectfully, 
‘ Fred L Barnett, 
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floldstone Hotel 


R. BE. EWING, Prop. 


First Class Accommodations. 7? PSSSSSSSSSISSIOQ 
Modern Improvements. \ ha S) 
Rates, $2.00 per Day. PucET Sounp 4 
Convenient to Depots and ALASKA W 
Street Car Lines. sie ¥ 
KLONDIKE. ¥ 
East Fifth Street, Des Moines, a. aN Lee lil W 
YELLOWSTONE PARK.\, 
1 ay Send the undersigned SIX CENTS for W 
ps a beautiful new Tourist Book called W 

New Morgan. | % (2 Woxvertann %os.§ 
e “NN ha has New hike New Text, New II- Hf 
ustrations, Every f; as ay Ny 
J. B. RUFFNER, Prop. FOUN, VATE rupert on tLAgie Oe 
a and YELLOWSTONE PARK. 4 
LN CHAS. S. FEB, ee ae Agent, v 

2 a. ye ee ee eu a a 

$1.50 to $2.00 Per Day. WSeeedeesecseeceeceseee® 


Fourth and Vine Sts., 
Des Moines, lowa. 
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Complete line of all the standard and popular p) 
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6 WINES, LIQUORS AND CIGARS. \ 
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517 WEST LOCUST ST., DES MOINES, IOWA. 
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here. From that time on the devalopment of the greatest city in the 
state was rapid and wonderful. Hence we say, all hail to the rail- 
road3, and a warm welcome always awaits those connected with 
these transportation lines. 

Among the good things to look upon at any time is a nice body 
of water, and Des Moines has the advantage of being located at the 
junction of two rivers—the Des Moines and Raccoon. A fine dam 
has been built across the former and affords splendid boating and 
fishing. 

There are large excursion steamers and a flotilla of pleasure 
craft that will be at the service of visiting delegates. 

Those who delight in fishing should look upon this picture of 
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FISH THAT PASS IN THE NIGHT. 


The story is told of Des Moines’ first postmaster, Hon. P. M. 
Casady, who is still living here (and ready, from his prominent bank- 
ing room on Fifth and Walnut, to welcome the delegates,) that he 
used to carry the mail around in his hat, and upon meeting anyone 
for whom he had mail, would lift the postoffice from his head and 
deliver it. It is different now. 
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Arate Bath Rooms. : 


OPEN DAY AND NIGHT. 
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207 and 209 4th Street, || Swimming Pool. 


Des Moines, Ia. and Plunge 
Turkish, Shower, 
Russian, Shampoo, 
Electric, Massage, 
Vapor, Electric, Magnetic 
Everything Neat and Clean, Competent Attendants. Barber Shop in Connection, 
A. KS HILL, Barber. N. P. COLLINS, Proprietor. 


E. M. ROWE, Manager. 


Des Moines, Iowa, July 1, 1803. 
To Whom IT MAY CONCERN:— 
We call upon all our laboring friends to patronize the above Arcade Bath Rooms, as they are 
owned by N, P. Collins, who is amember of our Lodge, 
F, E. RILEY, Master. 
R. H. DERRICK, Secretary. 
Confidence Lodge No. 102, B. of L. F. 
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The Little Chicago Grill Room 


axD OYSTER 
HOUSE. 


The Largest, Coolest and Best 
Restaurant in the City. 


Popular Prices... 


218 FOURTH STREET. 


M. E. SPRING, Prop. 
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Handles a High Grade of JSbotographs 


Ryes and Bourbon 
Whiskies. os 


ye SSSUP C, STARZINGER, Prop. ot 


323 East Walnut Street, 
Des Moines, lowa. 


Stallings 


Northwestern House. | 

Will always come out ahead by 

Run on the European Plan. actual comparison 
Fine Grill Rooms in connection with others. 


Open Day and Night. 
411 Walnut St. 
FRANK STARZINGER. Proprietor. 
Nos. 321-323 E. Wal St., Des Moines. 9 nS “Vo vo ol I ol 
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The Official Postal Guide, issued for 1808, gives the following 
details of postal business done during the past year: “The receipts 
of the Des Moines office for the fiscal year ending June 30. 1897, 
were $207,952.28, and the net revenue turned over to the govern- 
ment was 135,320.45.’’ 

The growth of mail facilities is a fitting indication of the growth 
of the city. Besides a Federal building costing $33,000.00 there are 
now nine sub-stations, and one of the best improvements inaugurated 
in the service has been started this year, that of equipping the street 
cars with mail-boxes—the first city in the United States to make 


this welcome innovation. 


ONE OF THE NUMEROUS COAL MINES IN AND AROUND DES MOINES, 


Des Moines is not only a great railroad center, it also lays claim 
to having better educational facilities than any other western city. 
In colleges there ar: Drake University, Highland Park College and 
Des Moines College, all high-grade institutions of learning. There 
are three fine High Schools and forty-five other public school build- 
ings in the city that take rank with any of the kind anywhere. 
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Pearson’s Studio ie 


Holds the only Gold Medals for Photographs in the State. ee 


Always up-to-date in Photography. = «eB 
Prices the lowest, quality considered. 
Special prices to all visitors. pa 
STUDIO, Cor. E. Sixth and Locust, nat 


fam Wes Moines, Iowa. ant 


Both Phones, Mutual and Iowa 499. 


lowa flectric and onstruction fompany. 


421 Locust St., Des [loines, lowa. 


\_] DEALERS IN EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 


Gas and Electric Light Fixtures. Electric Fans, Motors and Dynamos, Electric Bells, Bat - 
teries, Wire, Etc., Electric Passenger and Freight Elevators, Telephone and 
Telegraph Instruments, Annunciators, Speaking Tubes, Etc., 

All kinds of Electrical Construction. 


G. J. HUGLIN, Agent, 


Anheuser Busch Brewing Ass'n, St. Louis, Mo. 


S. E. Cor. 7th and Cherry Sts., 


Phone 558. DES MOINES, IOWA 


PHOTOGRAPHS! 


ea AOE ; Don't let some smooth talker talk vou into paying robber’s prices for Photo- 


graphs when you can get strictly high grade Photos at the following prices: 


Card Size, 50c. 75c, $1, up to $2 per dozen. 
rt Cabinets, at from $1.00, $1.50, $2 co, $3 00 up to $5.00 per dozen. 

We can please you as to workmanship and prices. |Is not that worth 
: : looking after? 
We also make Photos on Buttons at prices that are as low as the lowest 
ee Also Developing and Printing for amateurs. Call and see.us. 


C. E. LENTZ, 403 Walnut St., Des Moines, Ia. 
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All Engravings in this book made by Star Engraving Co. 
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The cover page of this book was designed and drawn by Geo. F. White, 
Designer and Illustrater, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Portraits, Designs and Landscapes in both Black and White, 
and Water Color done for Framing. 
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There are sixty-seven churches of various denominations, many 
of the structures of exceeding architectural beauty. 


There are miles of substantial vitrified brick pavement, a good 
sewerage system, two electric light companies, a good gas company, 
supplying light at reasonable rates, a fine water supply about to be 
purchased by the city. One of the best arranged and best regulated 
systems of street railroad in the west operated by a company which 
pays its employes in full every evening. 


All this is a reality, A proposition to build a one million dollar 
Court House is about to be submitted to a vote of the people. The 
great Union depot is in process of construction. An extension of the 
street railway is being built to the railroad men’s home—Valley 
Junction. A great Historical annex near the capitol is just com- 
menced building by state appropriation. Large elevator and terminal 
accommodations with additional freight houses for the Gulf road are 
about to be commenced. A magnificent building for the great free 
Public Library is being planned. The tax is voted and the site se- 
cured by the river banks. The Park Commissioners are also plan- 
ning to improve these same river banks, and handsome boulevards 
are projected, which will certainly be constructed in the near future. 
In fact, although we never boom, we are today the liveliest go-ahead 
western city in the States, and we want the boysto all come 
and see what a genuine progressive western city is like, and how 
it compares with some of the old-fashioned places where they 
have in past years held their biennial conventions. Mind you this 
city is not fifty years old yet, and it takes grit, brains and money 
to build cities. This one is worth looking at, as an example of 
what American pluck can accomplish. It illustrates how easily 
possible it is for the same influence to work out similar results in 
‘Cuba, the Phillipines, Porto Rico, or any other sea port, and plant a 
high civilization in the middle of a wilderness in short order and on 
the most moderate terms. Come and see us. 


Believing that pictures speak louder than words, we give much 
space to illustrations of what is here. Remember they are but 
glimpes of a few of the points of interest. You must see the sym- 
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metrical whole of the city to appreciate the beauty of its homes, its 
shady streets, its beautiful landscapes, its thrift and general com- 
pleteness. 

Then there are the people. We have gathered a few types 
representative of the different avocations, more especially those in- 
terested in the welfare of the man who toils hard for the bread he 
eats. The gallery of portraits is worth scanning closely and pre- 
serving. We are proud to know the people whose faces are 
portrayed in thissouvenir. They are worth knowing, and not one but 
would be proud to shake the hand of an honest representative of the 
Brotherhood of Firemen. 

We could greatly enlarge on this fruitful topic—the greatness of 
Des Moines, it attractions, and the genial hospitality of its citizens-— 
but space forbids. We must condense a few of the main facts and 
leave the rest to be imagined. 

Des Moines is the leading city of Iowa. 


sant aoe ee Nga . ~ 


STEAMER W. H, LEHMANN. 


Its railroad connections are perfect, leading in all directions. 

Its corporate limits include fifty-four square miles. 

It has 75,000 inhabitants. 

1t has inexhaustible coal mines. 

It has manufacturies turning out millions of vitrified brick yearly 
for paving purposes. 

It has the largest starch works in the world. 

It has sixty-nine newspapers and periodicals. 

It is the greatest insurance center in the west. 

It has State Fair grounds and buildings valued at $300,000. 

It entertains on an average a convention of some kind every day 


in the year, 
‘ 48 


ft pees aT Ps roe ie oaths rene dea 
a Pet net. eth? od $9) nad siies dot acta 2 i. 
rr ‘ae hive. vlseots grtheannne, fue 2) alone 
% “6 endel seedtor eigen ef) wend of Mec 
WE Sze un bea patwenthinoe eta you i _ inane ¢ 


va piety % 


ci . * , 
id} to wuls oriteseqy et Teed ta 


: nate ni 536, bowen digntt : 
het meiigats sl t-— alps fultie) 2d wgatee Mas ive> 3 Ww He fava, 
~—SeeRirs ati to coladgnent a ost have catalan the i Roane tk | 

tome etoal Gtant ody te wal gabaos Ter ow HidI0) seine 3 


4 bangeetit of of Seen ert | taal 
“Vv Bt vin Ri haat oft) * a a nite Fae aD 


, ° 
~ ’ ™ poner es Ba A os Si a o 
7 _ ‘,, a ¥* 4 
Cu ee : } - ¢ eye ; f 
— + é ? h ‘ Ree 5 Jay ras 
“ es oar 2 
* ter 
on he a « 2. — go ee Fe. - 
7 See ae ~ 
. egg ee 
' * ‘ Se REET i oe eel 4 
aT - os tt 
¥ ; ‘ 1” - oe 
Lad 4 ee ni? i $ 
5 ; if oe “—_— > 5 a oe . ¢ 
4 a | al 
ral 
7 Tat? ms! 4 ' «0 @anra Ba; ey 
: 


cdoliowwh Ne ot gibwel thalqed et eatHpanads bailier * ei 
2a. 4 SYR en fw ith sbistoee) abet cues 
; rin njpiadal o 2% RHE IED He 4 
a: ; eanitn tod oid\ivoas gemnt ean = Fig aA 
vbr, dod bonintie to egoiiled tie pam sivas) asbtvea : ese $2; 
;, ny : ' Pall satire 
cae 
aerate — bobtow ott ni Vober ‘tone : 
| | thesiboir +7 i ise area firiee a 
“ via Jeo, adh ni. Telos onsen pail 
7 Ame ORG COLT 14 bale sini yi a bila vaio we # 
om rhe els 


i . ie boil omees ee ri mene 
> | aa a” Pat ? 
: UA ae 4 My, ’ * ey 

ry ‘ aN 


ane a te e ae “oe 
Prat. af is 


"7 : 
; 


SSS SSeS SEES SES ESET 


os ; ; 
, pf Des Moines has the largest number of colleges of any city in 
a? the State. 


Db Des Moines has the largest number of citizens employed in railroad bus- 
iN iness of any city inthe State. 
d 


| Des Moines is_~ 


( The Largest Millinery Center in the West. 
The Largest Insurance Center in the West. 
The Largest Commercial Printing city in the State. 


Des Moines Traveling men and Des Moines Products are 
found in every English-speaking country on the globe. 

Des Moines Postal receipts for 1897 exceed those of Sioux 
City, Dubuque and Davenport combined, and nearly 
equal the combined receipts of Dubuque, Davenport, Bur- 
lington and Council Bluffs. 


Des Moines’ output for Paving Brick for 


PC PAWL Sea ele oe Seton eis ie Rieals 25,000,000 Brick 
Des Moines Coal output for 1897, was.. 705,000 Tons 
The Annual Capacity of the Pipe and 

CME AEL LS IS AA dol aud Ares See ss 100 Cars 


ee the smallest Percentage Illiteracy of any state in the 
nion. 
lowa corn crop equal the cotton crops of Texas and Georgia. 
The corn production of lowa exceeds the total Anthracite Coal 
output of the United States. ‘ Gi 
lowa Hay Crops exceeds the Colorado Gold and Silver 
product. ’ 4 
Des Moines was the first city in the country to use Electricity py 
exclusively on street car lines. Z A 
lowa has the smallest State Debt of any state in the country. 
The Butter Product of lowa exceeds the total Gold output of 
the United States. we 
The total soil products grown in 1897, and the live stock on p 
} 
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hand would require 1,678,381 Freight Cars to load, which 
would make a train 10,535 milesin length. There would 
not be trackage enough in the State of lowa for such a train fl 


«~ lowa is First | 


In the Production of Corn of anv State in the Country. p 


In the Production of Hogs of any State in the Country. A 


In the Output of Butter of any State in the West. ad 
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Des Moines, Iowa, July 28, 1898. 
To the Delegates of the Sixth Biennial Convention, 


Brotherhood Locomotive Firemen in Convention — 


Assembled, Toronto, Canada: 
Gentlemen of the Convention: 

The city of Des Moines will be proud to entertain 
the next convention of the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen. Speaking in my official capacity, I can as- 
sure the convention that in addition to the proposition 
of the Commercial Exchange made elsewhere, and 
which Iam sure will be faithfully earried out in all 
its details, I can promise you the freedom of the city 
and bid you a most cordial welcome on behalf of the 
city government. Should you decide to come to Des 
Moines, consider yourselves at home, that the city is 
yours, and that the eitizens will vie with one another 
in promoting your enjoyment. 

Very respectfully yours, 
JOHN MAC VICAR, Mayor. 
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FREDERICK C, MACARTNEY. 


The subject of this sketch was born in Paris, County Brant, 
Ontario, March 7, 1840, and received an academic education. He 
came to Des Moines early in 1863, and engaged as clerk of the old 
Savery Honse (now the Kirkwood) under its first proprietor, J. N. 
Webster, whose daughter he married, and in 1876 became part proprie- 
tor, In1879 he sold out his interest and went to Montana with Mr. J. 
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C. Savery; remained there prospecting in mines two years and not 
amassing a great fortune, returned to his first love, hotel keeping, going 
to California. In 1891 he returned to Des Moines and bought out Col. 
Bogue, who was then running the Kirkwood, and has remained here 
ever since. Mr. Macartney is an ideal hotel man, and has two sons 
who are rapidly growing into the business, taking much of the detail 
work upon their younger, but equally broad shoulders. In politics Mr. 
Macartney is a republican, and served one term as alderman, most ac- 
ceptably to his constituents. He was a candidate for Mayor against 
the present incumbent three years ago, and the contest was the hottest 
and most energetically conducted ever witnessed in Des Moines. The 
business elements rallied in great force to Mr. Macartney, but he had 
not quite enough votes Everybody believes that he would have made 
as excellent a mayor as he does a popular and urbane landlord. But 


the boys will get acquainted with him if they come. 


JOHN SHERMAN. 


As will be seen by the accompanying illustration, the John Sherman 
of this sketch is not the United States Senator and Secretary of State . 
of the McKinley Cabinet, but he is a worthy nephew of that honored 
statesman, and in his business and political career thus far has shown 
himself a thorough representative of that historic family. Our John 
Sherman was born in Des Moines, November 4, 1858. Fis father, L. 
P: Sherman, is one of Polk County’s earliest settlers, having come here 
in 1849, from Ohio, and is still living at the advanced age of 77 years. 
John Sherman is a well equipped business man—thanks to his studious 
habits, and the good education he received in our public schools. He 
studied law at Simpson College Law School, but only to add to the 
thoroughness of his mental equipment. His inclination led him to em- 
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bark in the real estate business, and this avocation he has followed with 
success for the past fifteen years, with the exception of the time em- 
ployed as an alderman of the city and later a member of the Board of 
Public Works. In the latter capacity he developed large administrative 
ability, and upon retiring from the office received the encomiums of the 
public, regardless of party, for the able and economical administration 


of the responsible affairs coming under his supervision. 


JOHN SHERMAN, 
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POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS HEADQUARTERS. 
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Police’ Department. 


7 of Police. Was born 
in Sweden April 29, 
1848. Emigrated to 
America in August 22, 1869, 
and came to Des Moines, 


‘tae JOHNSON, Chief 


I OF 


\ 


cS 


where he went to work for 
the cGy ave be 
afterwards took position with 
James Savery, and having 
shown ability and honesty 
was sought by the N. W. 
National Bank of Chicago 
as: porter.) (ie neld 7 inis 
place eleven years and re- 
signed to come back to Des 
Moines, where he went into 
the grocery business with his 
brother, which he ran for ten 
years. He then started on 
his record as a police officer; 


FRED JOHNSON. 
was first appointed deputy 


marshal under ex-mayor Campbell in 1890; was appointed to chief of 
police under ex-mayor Lane, and has held this position with honor 
until the present time, with the exception of one year during ex-mayor 
Hillis’ termof office. Fred is a good officer, discreet, vigilant and 
courteous to all. He has had a large experience with crowds, especi- 
ally during State Fair time, and gives the widest latitude to all consist- 
ent with good order. 


ott 


»>EO. W. McNUTT, Chief of Detectives. Was born in Nicolet : 
County, Minn., March 13, 1859, and moved with his parents to 
Des Moines in the fall of 1861. He grew to manhood here and 
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early developed a liking for 
politics. As a result of 
much good work done for 
his party he was given a 
place as patrolman on the 
police force May 1, 1890, 
which he held forfour years, 
when his steady faithful 
work was again recognized 
and rewarded by his being 
appointed by Mayor Hillis 
chief of detectives, a posit- 
ion he has held ever since. 
with much ability, and credit 
to himself. He is a terror to 
evil-doers, but a most po- 


lite and efficient officer. 


EDWARD E. JOHNSON.) 


G. 


W. MCNUTT. 


dt YDWARD E. JOHN- 

# SON, Detective, 
was born at Cart- 
hage, Illinois, April 
26, 1862, and lived on the 
farm with his family; moved 
to Des Moines in 1871. He 
early developed an aptitude 
for detective work, and has 
done much creditable work 
in that line, first in local de- 
tective agency, of which he 
became a member, and later 


as city detective. He was 
appointed on the force in 
1882, under Mayor Carey, 
and has continued on duty 
until the present time, with 
one slight intermission when 
he worked for the Western 
Union Company. 
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ELI HARDING. 


baer Wed is. (CO. Kes 
S Captain. Was born in 
Grant County, Indiana, 
April 15, 1854. At six- 
teen years of age he moved to 
Kansas, living in Miami County 
for five years, when he came to 
Des Moines. In 1890, he 
joined the police force as pa- 
trolman, and through habits 
of honesty and integrity has 
been promoted, first to sergeant 
and then captain. He is an 
earnest worker in the line of 


< 


organized labor. 
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a” LI HARDING, Detect- 
id 


IP ive. Was born in 


v=» Atchison County, 

Kansas, January 14, 
1862, and lived on a farm 
untl 1883, when his police 
record commenced. He first 
served as constable, then 
deputy sheriff of Atchison, 
Kansas, then U. S. deputy 
marshal at Guthrie, O. T. 
He was for nearly five years 
chief of police at Horton, 
KKansas, and served three and 
a half years as detective on 
ihe tC) ike Le Oe Soe ee 
He entered the detective 
force of this city under Mayor 
Lane in 1893, and has con- 
tinued uninterruptedly on 
duty ever since. 
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BURNS, 


yi H. BURNS, Night 
Desk Sergeant. 

Was born in Ire- 

land, March 1 7, 
1848. Emigrated to Amer- 
ica when quite young and 
settled in Janesville, Wis- 
consin with his parents. 
Came to Des Moines, Iowa, 
in 1868, and has lived here 
continually ever since. He 
has always been an advocate 
of organized labor. He 
helped organize a Laborer’s 
Union in 1870; the first 
labor organization that was 
started in this city. In 1880 
he joined the Des Moines 
Police Force as patrolman 
and continued until 1890; 
was deputy marshal fer six 
years. In 1896 he was ap- 
pointed to the position he 
now holds. 
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Be Wa Woodrufl 2.2.24. .2:-.City Clerk 
_J. Edward Mershon.--.-.-..-. -... Solicitor 


Anna Gromiey-.-.° 2.....-% . Stenographer 
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COS Se Assessor 
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MEMBERS OF COUNCIL: 


Pet PesCUNELE 2) 'S-o aaa at Pres. pro tem 
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Resident Railtoad Officials, 


OA RK. T. N. HOOPER, District. Freight Agent of the Chicago 
Great, Western Railway was born in Watertown, Mass., Octo- 
ber 6, 1865, and entered railroad service in 1883 at Davenport, 

Iowa, in the freight department of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 
Railway, with which company he continued until 1889, when he en- 
listed in the service of the Chicago Great Western Railway (then the 
Chicago, St. Paul and Kansas City) going to St. Paul for them as Chief 
Clerk in the traffic de- 
partment, in which ca- 
pacity he served until 
18ot, when he became 
commercial agent at St. 
Faul for this company, 
holding the position until 
January, 1893, when he 
was appointed Division 
Freight agent for the same 
company at Des Moines 
in which capacity he is 
still serving. The subject 
of this sketch is one of the 
most popular railroad men 
in the city. The railroad 
boys think he is all right 
and the De$ Moines ship- 
pers hailed with joy, his 
advent in. their midst. 
Therailroad he represents 
has become a favorite witt 
Des Moines people, not 
solely on account of the 
polite and _ pains-taking 
methods employed by it: 
officials in their efforts tc 
accommodate, but be: 
cause the whole officiary 

Rabe! Stas seem actuated by a desire 
to do their level best to build up Des Moines business and help in every 
way to promote the city’s growth and prosperity. This railroad corpo 
ration through its officers, of whom Mr. Hooper is’ among the mos: 
representative, says in effect: ‘Des Moines is not a way-station with us 
but a great railroad and shipping center; the largest city in one of the 
best producing states in the Union, and as such we shall at all time: 
give our patrons the attention their importance demands.’’ 
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ELLISON. 


J 


S 


JONES 


W. 


G. 


J. ELLISON, District Passenger Agent for the Great Northern 
Railway, with headquarters at Des Moines, came to this city from 
Colorado five years ago, where he was inthe employ of the 

Colorado Farmland and Colonization Company, to accept the position of 
Immigration Agent for the Great Northern Railway. One year later he 
was made Traveling Passenger Agent, which position he held until Dec- 
ember, 1896, when was promoted to the position he now holds. Mr. 
Ellison is a hustler for business, and knows how to round it up in good 
shape. The trouble is, so few people want to leave the State of Iowa, 
once they setlle here. | 


J. SWEET, Commercial Agent for the Keokuk & West- 
N] ern Railway entered railroad work at the age of twenty, the 
* first three years he served in the capacity of operator, and was 
in the employ of the Great Northern, Minneapolis & St. Louis and 
Illinois Central Railways. In 1885 he went to the Chicago Great 
Western Railway as agent at Waverly, lowa. Later he was promoted 
to the position of Traveling Freight Agent for the same company, with 
headquarters at Kansas City. His connection with the Great Western 
covered a period of eleven years, when in August, 1896, he was offered 
and accepted his present position with the Keokuk & Western at that 
place. Mr. Sweet, since coming to this city has made many warm friends 
and has a bright future before him as he is connected with a road that 
promises great development in this locality at no distant time, and Mr. 
Sweet’s good railroad training and ability will have plenty of opportu- 
nity for display. He has the push and capacity for hard work that are 
bound to win. 


Co., with headquarters at Des Moines, commenced railroad 

service in the freight department of the D. L. & N. R. Co., at 
Detroit in 1885. Was afterwards connected with the Illinois Central R. 
R. as station agent at various places until April 1, 1892. Was joint 
ticket agent for the Illinois Central and C, St. P. M.& O. R’y Co., at 
Lemars, Ia., for five years, from above date and until accepting present 
position. Mr. Jones is a thorough up-to-date railroad man and his ripe 
experience enables him to gather in business that is profitable to his road. 


(5 W. JONES, District Passenger Agent, Northern Pacific R’y 
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ie M. CALKINS began railroading as bill clerk for the Chicago, 
- Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway at Monticello, Iowa, in 1879, 

In 1891 he was appointed agent of the C. M. & St. P. Railway 

at Kansas City, Mo. In the spring of 1896 was made Division Freight 
and Passenger Agent of the C. M. & St. P. Railway at Mason City, 
Iowa, in charge of the Iowa and Dakota and Iowa and Minnesota 
Divisions, and on March 15, 1898, was appointed to the present posi- 
tion of General Freight and Passenger Agent of the D. M. N. & W. R. 
R. He is a thorough railroad man, in sympathy with all the boys, and 


while attending to his end with good ability, does not forget ‘‘there are. 
others.’ 


ETH A. FLINT, City Passenger and Ticket Agent of the Wabash, 
Da C.M. & St. Paul & D. M. N. & W. Railways is a native of 
Iowa, was born at Coggon, Iowa, May 20, 186g, and struggled 
for an education along the lines to fit him for railroad work. After 
taking a course of shorthand and typewriting he found employment 
wifh Oscar Vanderbilt, then District Passenger Agent of the Northern 
Pacific, serving two years as his clerk, and then suceeded to his present 
position. Mr. Flint is very popular with the railroad boys, and always 
assists in every legitimate way to forward their interests. He is an 
admirer of the Firemen’s Order, and thinks the Magazine the best rep- 
resentative organ he ever read. His business is prosperous, and since 
he took hold of his present work, ticket sales have doubled. 


yY H. LONG, City Passenger and Ticket Agent Chicago Great 
\\/ Western Railway (‘‘Maple Leaf’’), of Des Moines, began 
¢ railway work with the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern as 

an operator, and for the last fifteen years has been employed by the 
Rock Island and Iowa Central as agent, and later with the Canadian 
Pacific and Great Northern railways as Traveling Passenger Agent. In 
his present position Mr. Long has made hosts of friends by his pains- . 
taking courtesy and desire to accommodate the traveling public. 


A. STEWART, District Passenger Agent C. R. I. & P. Railway 
| Co., with headquarters at Des Moines, first commenced service 
* with that company as Ticket Clerk in Union Avenue office, 
Kansas City, May 1, 1889; was appointed Traveling Passenger Agent 
on local lines east of Missouri river June 1, 1892; appointed Traveling 
Agent for southeast at Pittsburg, Penn., February 1, 1893; appointed 
Traveling Agent for southwest at Kansas City, August 1, 1893; ap- 
pointed City Passenger and Ticket Agent at Des Moines, February 15, 
1894, and advanced to present position January 1, 1896. Mr. Stewart 
deserves all the advancement he has had. He serves his company 
faithfully at all times, and its interests in his hands will never suffer. 
63 
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= B. COOKERLY, District Freight and Passenger Agent, M. 
K. & T. Railway has been connected with this company for five 
* years, four years of which have been spent in Des Moines in 
above capacity. Before going with the M. K. & T., he was Ticket 
Agent on the Vandalia line at St. Louis, also at Union Depot, Terre 
Haute, Ind. That the M. K. & T. is well represented by Mr. Cookery 
goes without the saying. He catches about all that is lying around 
loose, and is at all times and in all seasons avigilant official, alert for 
business and knowing how to influence it in his direction. 


OAR. CHARLES E. MESMER is one of the oldest ticket and 
NI Passenger Agents in Des Moines. For several years he repre- 
sented the C. B. & Q. in that capacity, a road that held his 
_ services uninterrupted for nineteen years. He resigned the position, 
however, in January, 1898, and is now engaged with the Des Moines 
Union Railway in the ticket department. Mr. Mesmer began his rail- » 
road career as clerk in the Civil Engineer's office of the Q., at Burlington, 
in (878, and served that company in various capacities until he 
resigned. He has made a life study of his business, and.is amoug the 
best posted authorities in his line in the West. Added to this he is 
always accommodating and courteous, and in the near future will 
doubtless receive the recognition his abilities well merit. 


| P. HEFFERN, State Agent Erie Dispatch, with headquarters at 
| . Des Moines, commenced his railroad career September 1, 1889, 
by accepting a position with the Erie Dispatch Fast Freight line 
at Chicago, Ill., and occupied various responsible positions with this 
company until the spring of 1893, when he was promoted and became 
- West Bound Contracting Freight Agent of the above named line. This 
position he filled with marked ability and was further promoted to his 
present responsible position on December 31, 1896. Although born in 
Illinois, Mr. Heffern has become a thorough ‘‘Hawkeye,” and the 
hawk-like manner in which he swoops down on business for his com- 
pany, indicates how completely he represents the state of his adoption, 
He is genial, polite, popular and painstaking in his business relations, 
and the ‘‘glad hand’’ is always extended bim whatever portion of the 
state he visits. 


W. TURTLE, Traveling Passenger Agent Union Pacific railroad, 
Al with headquarters in Des Moines, started his railroad career in 
* the service of the Pullman Company, in 1886. He occupied 
three different positions—Conductor, Ticket Agent, and Chief Clerk, 
afterwards entering the service of the Union Pacific, as Excursion Agent, 
and through the aptitude for business he developed was soon promoted 
to the position he now holds. He is an excellent gentleman and a 
welcome addition to Des Moines railroad circles. 
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YR. ED. B. WHITCOMB isa native of New York State, and 
after receiving a liberal: education, commenced his business 
career as a telegrapher, being one of the first ‘‘sound” opera- 
tors in New York State. His expertness in this line was 
Soon recognized and he became engaged in the Superintendent’s office 
of the New York Central R. Rb. 

R. One incident while in “ee Se. 

the service he well recollects. pai 
When Abraham Lincoln was 
enroute to Washington to be 
inaugurated President, Mr. 
Whitcomb was selected as 
expert operator to accom- 
pany the train from Syracuse 
to Albany. His father be- 
fore him was a railroad of- 
ficial, and his son carries 


the gold chronometer con- 
taining a pass inserted inthe 
inside case, bearing the in- 
scription: ‘Pass Henry 
Whitcomb and two on New 
York Central and all its 
branches.’’ He was the of- 
ficial time keeper for that 
road for many years. This 
early career of the subject 
of this sketch created a 
lively interest in his mind ED, B. WHITCOMB. 

for all railroad officials, and during the nearly twenty years that he has 
been editor and proprietor of The Mail and Times, a weekly paper de- 
voted to the interests of Des Moines society, he has never failed to 
devote a liberal space in its columns to the railroad interests and rail- 
road officials of the city. 
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[e-penreag| WILE it may truthfully be said that the history of Des Moines 
| 2 () Wall is the history of Polk County, yet there are a few additional 
| & | || details relating to the county that have no place in the city 
SS history. Forinstance: It isasplendid agricultural country, 
having a soil as rich and diversified as any in the State, and yielding 
abundantly to the skill and industry of the agriculturist. The rivers 
and streams which flow through this section collect their waters from 
Southern Minnesota, and from a large area in Central Iowa, forming a 
water system of great extent. The principal river is the Des Moines, 
which flows through the county in a southeasterly direction, receiving 
its tributaries, Beaver Creek, North River and Raccoon River from the 
west, the latter emptying into the Des Moines within the city limits. 
The tributaries on the east are Four Mile Creek, Chicauqua (Skunk) 
river and Indiana Creek, besides several other smaller streams. The 


margins of these streams are all well timbered. There are numerous 
quarries of limestone and sandstone, while coal is found in exhaustible 
quantities. 


*. 


Polk County was organized by the Territorial Legislature, in 
session at Iowa City, January 17, 1836, and the County Seat was lo- 
cated by a commission at Ft. Des’ Moines, May 25, 1846. The first 
election occurred April 6, 1846, when a board of three commissioners 
was elected, consisting of Wm. H. Meacham, Benjamin Taylor and E. 
W.. Fouts, with Wm. McKay, clerk, The eagle side of a half dollar 
constituted the temporary official seal. 


In October of the same year the Board bought of Thomas 
McFullen, a lot on which to build a Court House, for which $25 was 
paid, The structure was two :stories high, of brick with stone founda- 
tions. The building cost $2000. 


The present Court House, including jail in basement, was com- 
menced in 1858, but not completed for several years. It was first used 
for court purposes in October, 1866. The cost of the building when 
completed was over $100,000. Dyer H. Young was the architect, and 
Isaac Cooper the contractor and builder. But this building long ago 
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outlived its usefulness, and it is hoped and almost assured that in the 
year 1900, when the great gathering of the B. of L. F. crowds the 
thoroughfares of this beautiful city, a magnificent new court house 
to cost in the neighborhood of one million dollars, will be far on the 
way toward completion. Measures to submit the question to a vote 
of the people have already been taken, and no man who loves his home 
city will be found voting against it. 

Since the organization of the county it has enjoyed three distinct 
systems of court government. First a Board of Commissioners, then 


PROPOSED NEW COURT HOUSE, 
design by Proudfoot & Bird Architects, Fifth Street, Des Moines) 


the County Judges, and finally on the 7th day of January, 1861, the 
supervisor system was inaugurated and has ever since been in vogue. 
The supervisors are chosen from among the most level-headed ‘business 
men among the agriculturists of the county, with one or two represent- 
ing the business interests of the city, who are engaged in mercantile 
pursuits. Recently they have succeeded in wiping out all of the county 
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debt. While the state has liberally provided for the care of its un- 
fortunate wards, it was believed to be good business policy for Polk 
County to take care of its own incurable insane, To do so humanely, 
and in the most enlightened way, a beautiful asylum building has 
recently been completed near the County Farm, capable of accomm)- 
dating 250 patients. The total cost of the building, furnishings and 
equipments was about $7,000, and there are at present 125 patients en- 
joying the benefits of this well conducted institution. 


At the April election, 1852, the whole number of 


votes cast in Polk County, was. ite 727 
At the November election, 1896, the REGIE Reap iiee 
of votes cast in Polk County, was .... . 18,722 


This shows a good healthy growth. There are four capable 
judges on the District Bench who have vied with the County Supervi- 
sors in keeping down court costs and reducing taxes to a minimum. 
They have accomplished a great deal in this direction of late years, and 
it is proper to emphasize the fact that Des Moines is the county seat of 
a county that has no debt. 


COUNTY OFFICERS. 


The present officers directing county affairs are as follows ; 


OFFICE NAME OF OFFICER POST OFFICE POLITICS 
Auditor. ; .|J. S. McQuiston ...]Des Moines, .... | Republican . 
Clerk of Courts. hy Gr lOrdaud a pes: Momes Republican . 
Treasurer... ....jH. C. Murphey....|Des: Moines... .. Republican . 
Recorder ..,...,/Annie E. Hepburn.|Des Moines... ..| Republican . 
Sheriff . .|J. E. Stout........]/Des Moines. ....}Republican . 
Supt. of Schools. J. M. Brenton .....|Des Moines... .. | Republican . 
Surveyor ......./G. F. Lambert... ..|Des Moines.....| Republican . 
Coroner... ..../R. V. Ankeney...../Des Moines... ..| Republican . 
County Attorney. James A. Howe....|Des Moines. ....| Republican . 
Supervisor... .{H. E. Teachout... |Des Moines..... | Republican . 
Supervisor......|J. A. Brewer ......;Des Moines... ..'| Republican . 
Supervisor....../H. J. Mathis ....../Bondurant ...... | Democrat . 
Supervisor......|J. M. Chaffee......]Mitchellville . Republican . 
Supervisor......|/John Fisher. ....|Valley Junction. Democrat .. 
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HOMAS A. CHESHIRE, at present representing Polk County 
in the State Senate, was born April 2, 1884, in Union town- 
ship, Poweshiek County, Iowa, amid the primitive surround- 

ings of pioneer life—the log cabin and the hollow log cradle. The 

value of a dollar was early instilled into his mind, he having-to do 
most of the farm work necessary to 
support the family, while his father 
was serving his country as a private 
in B. Fortieth Iowa Infantry. He 
received the rudiments of education 
at the Montezuma schools, whither 
the family had removed, and later 
entered Iowa College at Grinnell, 
and then the State University at 

Iowa City. In the fall of 1874 he 

entered the University of Michigan, 

having determined to enter the legal 
profession and graduated in the 

spring of 1876. 


His father’s death compelled him 
to take charge of the Montezuma 
Republican, which he edited until 
January, 1881, whenhe sold out and 
commenced the practice of law in 
earnest. His legal abilities were soon recognized when he moved to 
Des Moines, and he formed a lucrative partnership with Judge C. C. 
Cole and A. H. McVey, forming one of the strong legal firms of the 
Capital City. The firm finally disolved in 1896 and the subject of 
this sketch practices alone. 

Senator Cheshire was selected special counsel for the State in 
1890 by Attorney-General Stone, and for five years argued most of 
the criminal appeals. In 1893 he received, by acclamation the nomi- 
nation of the Republican party for State Senator, and was elected by 
3200 plurality, the largest any senatorial candidate ever received. 
His legislative course was fully endorsed by constituents, as shown 
by the unaminous renomination of Mr. Cheshire to another term in 
1897. During the regular and special sessions Senator Cheshire has 
left his impress upon much wise legislation, and during the re-codi- 
fication of the laws he performed arduous labors in the important 
committees of which he was either chairman or member. 
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C. CG. DOWELL. 
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native Iowan, being born in Warren county, February 29, 
1864. Mr. Dowell spent his youth on his father’s farm, and 
attended district school, subsequently he joined the Freshman class at 
Simpson College, Indianola, and later entered Drake University, at 
Des Moines, graduating from that institution in the class of ’86, and 
from the Law Department in 1888, when he was admitted to the bar 
of the state. He at once entered into the practice of his chosen 
profession, and has been eminently successful. In 1892 Mr. Dowell 
was elected Assistant County Attorney of Polk County, and for two 
years discharged the duties of this responsible place. Mr. Dowell is 
a pronounced republican, and in 1893 was elected by his party to 
represent Polk county inthe State Legislature. He was the youngest 
but one in the House in the Twenty-fifth General Assembly, where 
he proved an active and valuable member. In 1805 he was again 
elected to fill the same office in the Twenty-sixth General Assembly, 
and was elected speaker pro ¢em of the House, which position he 
held during the regular and extra sessions of the Twenty-sixth Gen- 
eral Assembly. During his legislative experience he served upon 
many important committees and came to be recognized as one of the 
prominent and leading republicans in the House. Perhaps the most 
important legislative work done by Mr. Dowell during his incumbency 
of the office was that relating to the revision of the Code. Near the 
close of the extra session he was appointed a member of a joint com- 
mittee of five to investigate and report a bill for annotating. editing, 
publishing and distributing the Code. This committee, after a 


Ai . ON. C. C. DOWELL, Ex-representative of Polk county, is a 


SS 


thorough investigation, made an exhaustive report, recommending 
the passage of the bill which provided for that great work. and the 
provisions of the bill, defining how the work should be done, were so 
carefully and exhaustively thought out as to be largely responsible 
for the success of that great undertaking. Too much praise cannot 
be awarded to Polk county’s young member, Mr. Dowell, for the 
creditable part he took in the whole Code work. 


He was elected Grand Chancellor of the Knights of Pythias of 
Iowa August 12, 1897, and is. now holding this office. The future 
has much in store for this popular young statesman, at present the 
senior member of the well known firm of Dowell & Parrish. 
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HON. CHAS. W. STEWART. 


\ 


(ON. CHAS. W. STEWART was born in Hendricks County, 
{ Indiana, in 1851, and moved to Polk County, Iowa, in 1868. 
He was born and raised on a farm and received a common 


school education. He afterwards 
attended the Baptist College in Des 
Moines, and graduated from the law 
department of Simpson College, 
Indianola, Iowa. He went to 
Cheyenne, Wyoming and entered 
law practice in 1881. Hehadcharge 
of the Auditing and Insurance de- 
partments of Wyoming for seven 
and a half years, and resigned and 
started for Polk County in August 
1890, on account of climate and poor 
health. 

Mr. Stewart has been engaged in 
farming and stock feeding ever since 
his return. On account of his ster- 
ling good qualities and honest in- 


tegrity he was elected to the legislature on the Republican ticket in 
1897, and was given the important position of Chairman of Commit- 


tee on Agriculture. 


“i 


ae GEORGE H. CARR, Representative of Polk County, 
| was born in the year 1852, at Whitehall, N. J., and received 


ej his educaticn at Beloit College and the Iowa State University 
He began the practice of law in the spring of 1877. Judge Carr was 


twice mayor of Em- 
metsburg and in 1886 
was elected Judge of 
the Fourteenth Judi- 
cial District and re- 
elected in 1890, thus 
serving continuously 
on the’ bench for 
seven and one-half 
years. He resigned 
the latter part of ’94 
and removed to Des 
Moines. In 1897 he 


was elected to the 
House of Represent- 
atives from Polk 
County, and ranked 
among its most able 
members. He never 
sought office, the of- 
fice rather seeking 
him, and ‘was never 
defeated after being 
nominated. His 
candidacy for the 
judgship was warmly 


contested by four of the ablest young lawyers in the district, which 


comprised eight counties. 
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AMES E. STOUT, by virtue of 
<I his general fitness, his large 
2) acquaintance and his genial 
manners, now occupies the honorable 
position of Sheriff of Polk County. 
His early life was spent in Ohio, 
and Pennsylvania, with his parents, 
who were of English origin but came 
to the States, and Mr. Stout, Sr. 
engaged in the mining business. It 
thus transpired that at the age of 
seven years the subject of our sketch 
entered a coal mine with his father, 
and with the enthusiasm of youth, 
the goal of his ambition was to be- 
come as good a miner as his father. 
This robbed him of school privileges 
and it cost him much midnight study 


and arduous work laterto obtain an education. He not only master- 
ed the common rudiments of education, but also became an expert 
miner, and was appointed by Governor Larrabee as State Inspector 
of Mines, which office he held for some years and resigned to devote 
his attention to mining interests. He was afterwards prevailed upon 
by his friends to run for sheriff, and is now serving his.second term. 
He is essentially a self-made man, and one who is esteemed for his 


many manly attributes. 
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The State of Iowa. 


VHE State of Iowa is composed of ninety-nine counties, all more 
or less productive, and not a foot of government land left for 
entry. Fifty years ago it was a trackless prairie, infested by 
the Indian and wolf. Now a_ network of railroads traverse every 
county in the State and Des Moines is geographically and commer- 


WEST HIGH SCHOOL. 


cially the center of this great commonwealth. School houses and 
churches adorn every hamlet and town, and the whole acreage, under 
the fostering care of man, teems with an abundance of food products, 
so easily obtained from its rich and yielding soil. 

While Des Moines has a just pride in being the seat of govern- 
ment of a State which, in a comparatively few years, has attained to 
the rank of first in some, second in others, and third in general agri- 
cultural importance in the Union, yet its growth and stability by no 
means depend upon the location of the capitol and the advantages 
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derived from the business which it creates and fosters. It has re- 
sources all its own, derived from therich and fertile country surround- 
ing it, the agricultural and mineral wealth of the vicinity, and its 
facilities and advantages for manufacturing. 

For a number of years after the admission of Iowa in the Feder- 
al Union, the capital of the State may be said to have been on wheels. 
Starting with the meeting of the Territorial Legislature at Burling- 
ton, Wisconsin territory, which occurred in November, 1837, the 
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CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF CHRIST. 


question of a separate territorial organization for lowa was agitated 
and the scheme was ultimately successful. A committee was ap- 
pointed during the session of the First Territorial Assembly in 1839 
to select a site for a permanent seat of government, and the choice 
fell upon Iowa City. The rapid growth of the State west and away 
from the Mississippi Valley created a desire to move the seat of 
governinent to some more central point, and Monroe City was selec- 
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ted by the commission appointed for that purpose. The Third, 
Fourth and Fifth General Assemblies wrestled with the problem still 
further, and finally at the close of the session of the Fifth General 
Assembly a bill was passed locating the capitol ‘‘within two miles of 
the Raccoon Forks.’’ A site was selected, anda company of private 
citizens erected the building necessary fora capitol. The effort 
proved a costly one, 
and nearly bankrupt- 
ed many of them 
but the capitol was 
assured to Des 
Moines, and on Oc- _ 
tober 19, 1857, Gov. S55 ee samrareernaniet® * 
Grimes ena his rere er 
proclamation to that 
effect. The removal 
of the archives was 
completed in Decem- fg 
ber of that year, the f 
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safe of the Treasurer | 
of State, drawn ong 
two bob-sleds by ten ot Sa rye ine 
| po Seep! 
yoke of oxen, entered § Ree SE 
the new capitol. On Fie 
the 11th day of Janu- 
ary, 1858, the 
Seventh General As- 


sembly convened at 
Des Moines, now 


made by the State 


een GRANT CLUB HOUSE. 
Constitution the per- 


manent seat of government. 


The State obtained title to the ‘‘old capitol’? building by pur- 
chase in 1864. The cornerstone of the new capitol, a large prairie 
boulder, was laid with great ceremony November 23, 1871, and the 
structure was dedicated and occupied January 17, 1884, by the Twen- 
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tieth General Assembly. Its cost was $2,876,300. The grounds and 
approaches cost $125,000 more, giving the State a three million dol- 
lar State Capitol building, which stands today the pride of all citizens 
and a monument to the integrity of those concerned in its building: 
An expert who went over all the vouchers found but $3.77 errors in 
all the vast expenditures. 

The methods employed in building the new Capitol was a pay as 
you go policy. Thus just enough money was appropriated at each 


ASSEMBLY HALL—DRAKE UNIVERSITY. 


biennial session of the legislature to cover the estimates for two 
years’ work, and in this way the tax payer never felt any burden and 
when the work was completed there remained no legacy of bonded 
indebtedness upon it. 

The old Capitol building, tottering to its fall, was torn down five 
years ago, and this site was chosen by a misguided legislature for 
the Soldier's Monument, a colossal masterpiece of granite and 
bronze, reared at an expense of over $150,000 to commemorate the 
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heroes of war, but owing to its close proximity to the new Capitol 
building its really grand proportions are dwarfed and much of its 
beauty lost to the beholders. It stands just south of the Capitol 
and can be seen best from the railroad tracks which traverse the © 
valley below. 

On the north side of the Capitol ground is now being cleared for 

another fine structure, a great Historical building, which, when com- 
pleted, will be another Capitol in minature. This fine improvement 
is planned to be built one wing at a time, and it may require years 
to complete it, according to the liberality shown by the legislators in 
making appropriations. It will become a veritable museum, and 
under the enthusiastic effortsof Curator Aldrich, nothing of historic 
interest but will find a piace within its walls. Already a large col- 
lection of manuscripts, Indian relics and articles of antiquity are 
stored in the crowded quarters assigned the curator in the basement 
of the Capitol, awaiting the advent of the more commodious quarters. 
Visitors are well repaid by looking up this interesting collection. 
. The state has established various institutions in different sec- 
tions, a list of which is appended: State University, Iowa City; 
Agricultural College, Ames; Normal School, Cedar Falls; Soldiers’ 
Home, Marshalltown; Soldiers Orphans’ Home, Davenport; College 
for the Blind, Vinton; Industrial Home for the Blind, Knoxville; 
School for the Deaf, Council Bluffs; Institution for Feeble Minded 
‘Children, Glenwood; Industrial Schools, Eldora and Mitchellville; 
Hospital for the Insane at Mt. Pleasant, Independence, Clarinda and 
Cherokee; Penitentiaries, Ft. Madison and Anamosa. 


Present State Officers. 
’ Governor—Leslie M. Shaw, Crawford county; term expires 
January, 1900. 
Lieut. Governor—J. C. Milliman, Harrison county; term expires 
January, 1900. 
Secretary of State—G. L. Dobson, Polk county; term expires 
first Monday in January, 1899. 
Auditor of State—C. G. McCarthy, Story County; term expires 


first Monday in January 1899. 
Treasurer of State—John Herriott, Guthrie coun ya term expires 


first Monday in January, 1899. 
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county: term expires first Monday in January, i9oo. 


pires April 1, 1900. 


Superintendent of Public Instruction—R. C. Barrett, Mitchell 
Labor Commissioner—W. E. O’Bleness, Polk county; term ex- 


Railroad Commissioners—Edward A. Dawson, Bremer county; 
term expires 1900. 
1899. 


Geo. W. Perkins, Fremont county; term expires 
D. J. Palmer, Washington county; term expires 1899. 


IOWA LOAN AND TRUST COMPANY BUILDING. 


The Twenty-seventh General Assembly passed an act creating a 
soard of Control of all the State Institutions, except those of an 


educational nature, and the following constitute the initial board ap- 
pointed by Governor Shaw: 


Ex Governor Larrabee, Fayette county, chairman, John Cownie, 
South Amana; Judge Kinne, Polk county. 
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OV. SHAW was born in 
Morristown, Vermont, 
November 2, 1848. He 
received a common school edu- 
cation and attended two terms 
of the People’s academy at 
Morrisville, Vermont, prior to 
cyming Westin 1869. Worked 
his way through Cornell Col- 
lege, graduating in 1874, and 
graduated from the Iowa Col- 
lege of Law in 1876. He 
located in the practice of his 
profession at Denison, Iowa in 
1876. He wassuccessful in the 
practice of his profession and 
in investments. Was one of 
the incorporators of the Craw- 
ford County State Bank, in 
1884. In 1888 his firm pur- 
chased the Bank of Manilla. GOVERNOR LESLIE M. SHAW. 

In 1890 his firm engaged in the banking business under the name of 
Bank of Denison. He is now president of both of these institutions, 
and senior member of the law firm of Shaw, Kuehnle & Beard at Deni- 
son. While living quietly and unostentatiously at Denison, Governor 
Shaw had good opportunities for closely studying the subject of finance; 
his large business interests required it, and his inclinations tended in 
that direction, so that when a public discussion of the financial question 
became of paramont importance in the late presidental campaign, Mr. 
Shaw emerged from comparative obscurity and made a series of 
speeches that at once showed his thorough mastery of the intricate sub- 
ject, and gave him a well deserved prominence, both in and beyond the 
the state’s bordets. It thus became easy for him to obtainthe nomina- 
tion and election that has landed him in the highest office within the 
gift of the state. Since occupying the exalted position he has not disa- 
pointed the high expectations of his friends. The war, and the call for 
volunteer troops, found him ready for all demands upon him, and to his 
tireless energy and good administrative ability may be attributed much 
of the success attending the perfect equipment of Iowa’s quota of 
‘soldiery sent to the front. His record as governor so far,is without 
blemish, and his enemies can find no vulnerable point to attack, try as 
they may, 
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[LLIAM B. ALLISON, of Dubuque, was born at Perry, Ohio, 
March 2, 1829; was educated at the Western Reserve College, 
Ohio; studied law and practiced in Ohio until he removed to 
Iowa in 1857; served on the staff of the governor of Iowa, and 
aided in organizing volunteers in the beginning of the war for the 
suppression of the rebellion; was elected a Representative in the 
Thirty-eighth, Thirty-ninth, Fortieth and Forty-first Congresses, and 
was elected to 
the United States 
Senate as a Re- 
publican, to suc- 
ceed James Har- 
lan, Republican; 
took his seat 
March 4, 1873, 
and was re-elected 
ih .to7 a.) eee, 
1890 and 1897. 
His term of service 
will expire March 
3, 1903. Senator 
Allison was a 
prominent candi- 
date for the presi- 
dential nominat’n 
before the Nation- 
al Convention at 
St. Louis in 1896, 
and Iowa stood by 
her favorite son to 
the end. During 
his long term in 
Congress he has 
by his transcend- 
ant ability won 
national fame, and 
by many was 
deemed the logical 
WILLIAM b. ALLISON. candidate for the 
presidency, be- 

cause of his familiarity with all the intricacies of financial legis'ation, the 
money question being paramount in the campaign. That William 
McKinley won the victory was due to influences which Senator Allison 
could not have foreseen. His legislative career has been such as to win 
for him a grand reputation, the character of a brilliant, yet conservative * 
statesman. He has lent luster to the State he represents so well, and 
Iowa is honored in being So represented by this brainy man. 
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ON. JOHN A. T. HULL, ‘of Des Moines, was born at Sabina. 
Clinton County, Ohio, May 1, 1841; removed with his parents to 

Iowa in 1840; was elected Secretary of the Iowa State Senate 

four successive terms and Secretary of State three terms and was elec- 
ted Lieut. Governor in 1885 and 1887; is engaged in farming and manu- 


facturing, was elected to the 52-3-4 congress, reelected to the 55th as a 
republican. His ripe legislative experience has been recognized in the 
House frequently by Speaker Reed inviting him to preside over the de- 
liberations of the body during his absence. Mr. Hull has just received 
another unanimous nomination to Congress from the Seventh District. 
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ORENZO S. COFFIN was born in Alton, Stafford County, N. Y., 
April 10, 1823. Without any of the advantages common to the 
youth of today in a section of the country noted for yielding 
none to lavishly of its material or opportunities, Mr. Coffin culled 
from his surroundings the material for the foundation on which 

he has built the noble manhood and useful life we all delight in honoring. 
We can speak only too briefly in this sketch of the man, but no article 


HON ba 9 COREIUN: 


however brief of 
“Father Coffin’’ would 
fit into a R. R. Maga- 
zine notice that did not 
make mention of the 
great work he has done 
and is doing for railroad 
men. In 1883, the 
Governor of Iowa ap- 
pointed Mr. Coffin R. 
R. Commissioner, which 
office he filled with 
marked ability until the 
year 1888. It was dur- 
this period that he be- 
came interested in the 
great work to which he 
is devoting his life. It 
was during an official 
visit to the scene of a 
wreck on one of the 
Iowa railroads that he 
saw the crushed and 
bleeding form of a noble 
young railroad man, 


who had gone down to his death at his post of duty, that there was 
born in his great loving heart the purpose to from that moment to give 
his time, energy and ability to evolving plans and means to avert the 
maiming and killing, so far as it layin human power of, these noble men 
who manipulate the train service of the railroads of the country. He 
gave his attention first to the subject of the automatic brake and car 
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coupler, and succeeded in getting through the Iowa legislature of 1888, 
a law requiring brake and coupler to be placed on all cars. He also 
secured the enactment of the National law which was passed by Con- 
gress March 2, 1893, and signed by the president in the same month and 
year. To one not familiar with the herculean task of securing the en- 
actment of any law, especially one against which is arrayed the power- 
ful legal representatives of thirty or forty gigantic railroad systems, 
no adequate conception of the work can come, but we cannot stop, nor 
is it proper for us to more than give it mention. From such beginnings 
has grown up a work for men bounded only by the waters that surround 
the Western Hemisphere—-a work so great and growing, that at High- 
land Park, Illinois, it has taken the form of a home for disabled and 
infirm railroad men, and in many places railroad Y. M. C. A. rooms, 
reading and sleeping rooms where the “boys” are seperated from the 
evils that destroy and corrupt. He has organized a great temperance 
society among railroad men, known asthe R. R. T. A (Railroad Tem- 
perance Association) that numbers thousands of members and exerts a 
wide spread influence among railroad men. — No one dare question the 
motives that actuate Mr. Coffin in all this work of philanthrophy and 
good will, for he not only does this work without compensation, but has 
contributed thousands of dollars to aid in carrying it on. What 
Shaftsbury was to the poor of England in spirit and purpose, Mr. 
Coffin-is to the railroad men of America. 


W. B. PARKIN. 


B. PARKIN, the railway employees candidate for railroad 
commissioner is English by birth and education, coming to 

¢ this country when young, he settled in Pennsylvania as a 

clerk in a dry goods store, which he found too slow and pay 

small; becoming infatuated with railroading he became a brakeman on 
the Catawissa Railroad; from there to Pittsburg he secured a job on 
the Pan Handle Railroad, where he stayed only a few. months, leaving 
to take a position on the same system, with headquarters at Logans- 
port, Indiana, at which place he was promoted to the position of freight 
conductor after a few months service and continued on the above road 
for several years as freight and passenger conductor. During his stay 
in Indiana he was promoted in railroad military and social circles, 
having been ist Lieutenant of the once famous Logan Greys for nearly 
ten years. He came to lowa in 1884, securing a position as conductor 
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on the Chicago and Northwestern Railway, with headquarters at Boone, 
and soon became identified with the Order of Railway Conductors; was 
elected chairman of general grievance committee by his division, and 
conducted the matter of a system pay schedule to a successful issue 
with the Company in the fall of 1885, the conference with the Com- 
pany officials lasting seventeen days. The conductors.and brakemen 
receiving an advance in pay of about 17 percent. This was done with- 
out friction between officers and men; the assistant general superintend- 
ent at the end of the conference inviting the committee to a banquet in 
the railroad dining rooms on several occasions since, Mr. Parkin has 
been before the officers of the road in an official capacity in behalf of 
the conductors, always. with 
success. He has always worked 
for the best interests of the 
boys, giving a helping hand to 
any enterprise that was bene- 
ficial or uplifting to them. He 
was instrumental in organ- 
izing the Railway Young Men's 
Christian Association at Boone, 
being its first president, and is 
at present a member of the 
board of directors. He is a 
conscientious christian, a mem- 
ber of the Episcopal Church 
and is well known throughout 
the state as a working church- 
man. Conductor Parkin has 
been brought out as a candi- 
date for Railroad Commissioner 
by his fellow laborers. Claim 
is made of a lawyer anda farmer 


being on the commission now, 
and it is no more than fair 
and equitable that the 20,000 railroad employes of the state, that have 
so much at stake should also be represented. 

It is a fact that in all states where railroad employes have been 
placed on the commission, they have been universally successful in pro- 
moting the general welfare, then why should they not be able to ac- 
complish the same for Iowa? It should be thoroughly understood that 
Mr. Parkin is the railroad employees candidate and not the managers: 
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W. E. O' BLENESS. 


State Labor Commissioner, William E. O’Bleness was born near Des Moines, 
fowa, in 1861, was brought up on the farm and apprenticed to the printer's trade Sep- 
tember 21, 1879, which trade he followed for fifteen years, during which time he took 
a prominent part in the local Typographical Union, holding a number of positions of 
trust therein, all of which he filled with credit to himself and general satisfaction to his 
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Union. During this period of activity in Union matters he was sent from his Union as 
delegate to the Des Moines Trades and Labor Assembly, where his active and 
efficient work in trade matters was recognized by his being elected to the presi- 
dency of that body in January, 1893, and re-elected to the same position in July of that 
year, the terms of office being six months each. 

About this time the Trades Unions of lowa resolved to make an energetic effort 
to secure the appointment of a tried Trades Unionist to the position of State Labor Com- 
missioner, several cities at once placing candidates for the position in the field, Mr. 
O’Bleness securing the appointment largely by virtue of superior Trades Union sup- 
port from the Hon. Frank D. Jackson, then governor of lowa. 

It isa matter worthy of mention that Mr. O'Bleness had never taken any par- 
ticular active part in politics, nor has he since, in the meaning of the term, become a 
politician, although he is now serving his third term as Commissioner, having been 
re-appointed by the Hon. F. M. Drake and Hon. Leslie M. Shaw, Governor Jackson’s 
successors. 

As he was for his first term appointed largely upon the recommendations of the 
Trades Unions of lowa for his honesty, conservatism, merit and judgment of the right, 
so has he secured his successive re-appointments, and each time by greater unanimity 
on the part of his supporters, this last was especially noticeable in his extraordinary 
support from the many lodges and divisions of the railroad brotherhoods, during his 
last canvass for the position. Not only are his qualifications recognized by the Trades 
Unionists and brotherhood membership, but his general fairness in all matters per- 
taining to the management of his office has made him a host of friends among all 
classes. : 
There is nothing, perhaps, more descriptive of the character of the man than that 
he has, notwithstanding his official position, retained an active interest in his Union, 
serving with the same zeal as he did before receiving official recognition. 


Labour I. Silvara was born in Bradford 
County, Pa., in 1861; came to lowa and settled 
in Cedar County in 1870; attended the Clarence 
High School, the State Normal in Illinois. Was 
principal of Worth, Wyoming, Schools for one 
vear; came to Des Moines, lowa, graduated at 
Drake University Law Depaitment; was elected 
Justice of the Peace in 1896, and appointed July 
10, 1897, aS Police Judge bythe City Council, 
and was elected in April, 1893, to fill same office 
with a large majority. 


LABOUR I. SILVARA. 


His great grandfather came from France and his mother's people were English, and 
came to this country before the Revolutionary war. Judge Silvara makes an excellent 
officer, and is noted for the impartiality of his rulings. 


19 


ail 
\ 


ia? ro : isk. ny i" oh f " ah " 
ran aes nyse ut ali 8 bs ro pee 
sty: ine Tevet reie “om . habsleos Bas ke ‘ 


are ae wt - \ahsee- wom 
eh hd Hos oe siege ae bay jowes weal tos vite) abet rly ne 
weer} ewig stale hve ieee tt of minal tall euhani T tol 
44 Sto oth wt pultiaga SF GA esl hbnn aoijalg- ci 1 tof ) TET 
“ave Agivis eoberT vehtegie ke. ails ve. viegial lovetal date Br Bin pen e250 

: MMT lo witerey Asch noevtsal sney4 silt 
Me Yes (let ievon Saal esate) “ail ntrit ‘niliosm Te wel eter se igely aie 
. ea0Ca0d tine <1) 6 yee Set al eunte of ead tod awtitog whag wire let or 


aed Seived Sooulezi ae ae) tid? aid eaivise wan of Hnyediile agi ? 
_  eeetayik jomwros) euch i Biles). aol Gnd leit? i. “f oh at yd ctor 
oY - ae 
nee { 4 5 " i , mr a . 
f oi te emotiets Yee) sh ieee Wiegigl ls a ae ea Yat esw aa re i 
-? Jen act? GY Se ogtut bes ee arisinee vied vf eift so sak te 2eciaU eotet ip ‘¥ 
.  * wae aes ¥ | (ots Le #ingelalonie-s1. s¥iaesawte ald berurre oni. Oo 
- ana) Aine ot je ut Yiaeres Rew dai 2uit zesheqaim abo neq wl vf 


a 


= Sil werwsb ehe wid Doon ye vib Dede eeabol ghia ai. mort hoqaue 


ae eho tl ad? 4 0s ve vz ’ : a ae TT Laas ee) we eeevi Pony 
_ ee ie he i WE) lacsasg aid vd qiewsdinset Gag ibid bia aiet 

im guema shakid ho eos . sho tad-enlg ei Ie tnonanenem Sd) ol nen Pe 

% ¢ fe, 7 

- seal? agell contr ag) Ys veto, 3 7) en yDoONareh soe) 2aeeT san adéon x art u A 

y Jieiaul gf Go. Wein : j Oanintiey malfison 24 


< Molizeg let Te 2id yolboetetiiwian | 
a Rieger gd) Lathe yaivisney aed ied vi RRA a 


‘ bw nr nh aed ecw avi? i (tnd 
Ooiine dite weal of ome :288y al) hao) 
_ |) titrec) af) Rebrotte Ae ai enti Amba al MT aie | 
OW elon GT Al terre seal? eet: donde eds | a: 
Mia wt Che anlnoyW io Wo haritoalng i 
Ne boteohery lawl. xoilol ash ab pitas ae 
U | Bato iv aew gieonitweast) wel otipiavials sites) 
has jut ber rings Latte Oe) nj son9'I seit iy scolfer i 
nual Waid silted syhwl, slcd en. folk, or 6 Be 
Hs ad Ma ot Hgts JtnQa, ni tatrzis ee ss 
c eee wy (eur suet a ‘ite we 
nee beri ad wetted isc oe slid bats: 


tok 3 
' 


palnres ww! 


rs 


AN 
Ex, 
tec = 


LUTHER -E, BAKER, 


HE SUBJECT of this sketch was born at Melrose, Rockingham 
county, Virginia, January 1, 1865, and is of Scotch-Irish descent. 
He came to Jowa in 1872 and has successfully conducted various com- 
mercial enterprises. He served on the committee that framed the pres- 
ent military code; is Republican in politics and has been in the speak- 
ing campaign for eight years and is at present president of the Fifth 
Republican League. Is a member of all Masonic bodies to the 32 de- 
gree; a member of the Elks, the Dramatic Order of the Knights of Kor- 
osans, and is general organizer for the Endowment Kank, K. of P. 
Mr. Baker is very popular and has all the attributes that qualify a 
man for prominent citizenship. He is a friend and helper of those who 


toil, and is himself a thoroughly energetic worker along the lines of his 
multifarious business enterprises. 
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EDWARD ENTWISTLE. 

It is almost beyond human contempla- 
tion that during the span of one maunt’s 
life progress should at the beginning of 
usefulness of that span first impress 
steam power. for the use of man for his 
transportation on mother earth and _ be- 
fore the grim specter snaps the hour glass 
to let escape the sands of that man’s life, 
there should be in existence thousands, 
aye hundreds of thousands, of miles of 
steel railway, connecting cities, states and 
nations as by the meshes of a net over 
which travel at almost ‘lightning speed 
palaces of ease and Juxury undreamed 
and unheard of at the beginning of that 
life’s span. 

At the corner of Kast Second and Des 
Moines streets, Des Moines, lowa, dwells 
the man who has seen all this great 
achievement in railway improvements, 
and has taken part in them. To him fell 
the honorable lot of holding the throttle 
of the first railway engine ever construct- 
ed for high speed passenger service. 

Edward Entwistle, the hero of this 
sketch, was born Mareh 24, 1815, at Til- 
sey’s Banks, Lanecastershire,  Eneland, 
and when not quite 14 years of age was 
apprenticed to the machinist trade, or as 
the Inelish term it, engineer's, a short 
distance from our hero’s home. [Ht was in 
these works, during the time of appren- 
ticeship of young Entwistle that George 
Stephenson’s first locomotive for passenger 
service, the memorable “Rocket,” was 
built. 

This first high speed engine was built to 
enter the competition for a prize of 500 
pounds offered by the Manchester and 
Liverpool Railway, the successful compet- 
itor to be used on their line connecting 
these two cities, a distance of not quite 
31 miles. 

As a matter of curiosity to those who 
are now so familiar with our great mod- 
ern locomotives we give here the condi- 
tions of the contest: 

“The engine must effectually consume 
its own smoke. 

“The engine, if of six tons weight, must 
be able to draw after it day by day, twenty 
tons weight (including the tender and 
water tank), at ten miles an hour, with 
ai pressure of steam on the boiler not ex- 
ceeding 50 pounds to the square inch, 

“The boiler must have two safety 
Valves, neither of which must be fastened 
down, and one of them completely out of 
the control of the engine man. 

“The engine and boiler must be ‘sup- 
ported on springs, and rest on six wheels, 
the height of the whole not exceeding 15 


feet to the top of the chimney. 

“The engine, with water must not 
weigh more than six tons, but an engine 
of less weight would be preferred on its 
drawing a proportionate load behind it; 
if of only four and one-half tons, then it 
might be put on four wheels. 

“A mercurial gauge must be affixed to 
the machine, showing the steam pressure 
above 45 pounds to the square inch, 

“The engine must be delivered, com- 
plete and ready for trial, at the Liverpool 
end of the railway, not later than the first 
of October, 1829. 

“The price of the engine must not ex- 
ceed 550 pounds.” 

The “Rocket” won the prize, a_ brief 
description of the engine being as follows: 
Boiler cylindrical, flat ends, six feet in 
length and three feet four inches in diam- 
eter, upper half used as a reservoir for 
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steam, lower half being filled with water, 
through which extended twenty-five cop- 
per tubes, three inches In diameter, which 
Were open to the fire box at one end and 


the chimney at the other. The fire box 
attached behind the boiler was two feet 
wide and three feet high, and was also 
‘surrounded by water, The cylinders of 
the engine were eight inches in diameter, 
with a sixteen and a half inch stroke, and 
were placed in a oblique position, one on 
each side of the engine, one end about 
level with top of the boiler and the other 
end pointing towards the center of the 
drive wheels in front, with which direct 
connection was made from the piston rod 
to a pin on the outside of the wheels, 
which were four feet eight and one-half 
inches in diameter. The waste steam was 
exhausted through a blast pipe in the 
chimney. The engine was supported on 
four uncoupled wheels and weighed com- 
plete four and a quarter tons. 

The four wheeled tender was built sim- 
ilar to a wagon, the fore part holding the 
fuel, the other a water cask, and weighed 
complete three and one-fifth tons. On the 
day of trial it drew besides the tender two 
loaded carriages, weighing a trifle over 
nine and one-half tons, at anaverage speed 
of fourteen miles an hour, attaining dur- 
ing parts of the trial a maximum speed 
of twenty-nine miles an hour. 

After the competition the engine was 
used for some time to drag gravel for the 
completion of the Manchester and Liver- 
pool line, and having been built in the 
shop in which young Entwistle was ap- 
prenticed, he naturally took great interest 
in the progress of the undertaking. When 
the line on which the engine was to be 
used was completed, he, although yet a 
boy and apprentice, was recommended to 
Stephenson, and given written permission 
from his employers to accompany the en- 
gine on its first trip over the line, which 
he did, and on the return trip held the 
throttle, afterwards running the engine 
for two years, making two round trips 
every day between Liverpool and Man- 
chester. The work so wore on the youth 
that he became nervous and unwell and 
finally asked to be relieved. Stephenson 
kindly securing a positions for him as sec- 
ond engineer on one of the Duke of 
Pridgewater’s coasting steamers. Ile com- 
pleted his seven years apprenticeship in 
this position and remained one year there- 
after. He decided after leaving the em- 


ploy of the Duke of Bridgewater to come | 


to the United States, where he arrived 
during the month of June, 1837, the same 
month in which Queen Victoria ascended 
the English throne. 

Upon his arrival the historical hard 
-times of 1837 were on and in consequence 


work was hard to find, and wages were 
low. He, however soon procured a_posi- 
tion as engineer on the “Troy,” a Hudson 
river steamer, receiving $1 per day for 
his services. While serving in this capac- 
ity it happened that the engineer of the 
famous “John Bull” locomotive met with 
an accident and Edward Entwistle was 
induced to run the engine until the regu- 
lar engineer was again able to return to 
his duties, when he again resumed charge 
of the “Troy.” When this steamer was 
finaly condemned he took her engines and 
set them up in a rolling mill in Rockland 
county, New York. 

In 1844 he determined to go West, and 
he landed in Chicago during that year, 
where he held a number of positions as 
stationary engineer, and during one sea- 
son he and Henry Perrier were engineers 
of the “Rossiter,” one of the first propellers 
on the lakes. While he liven in Chicago the 
first shovel of dirt in the construction of 
the great Rock Island Railroad was 
thrown in front of his door at the corner 
of Twelveth and Clarks streets. 

In 1854, Henry Perrier, with whom he 
had formerly handled the engines of the 
Rossiter, became a member of the firm of 
Shepuerd & Perrier, which bought an 
old mill on the east bank of the Des 
Moines river, at Fort Des Moines. They 
replaced the mill by a new one, and in 
1856, Mr. Perrier succeeded in having Mr. 
Entwistle come to Des Moines to take 
charge of the engine at the mill, a posi- 
tion he filled for eleven years. After leay- 
ing this situation he took charge of the 
engines of the Ankeney Mills, serving in 
this capacity for twenty-two years. Dur- 
ing his carlier days in Des Moines he. in- 
cidentally made a number of trips as 
engineer on the Des Moines river steaim- 
ers, then plying between Keokuk and Des 
Moines. While not positive yet he be- 
lieves with good reason that he was the 
first nan that ever applied sand to a rail 
for a locomotive. 

- For forty-one years he and his aged 
wife have lived happily in their present 
home, on a lot purchased shortly after 
coming to Des Moines, and where, as he 
expresses it, they “expect to die when the 
Master calls,” and while he has long since 
passed his four score years, he is yet 
sound, energetic and healthy, with every 
indication of outliving the nineteenth 
century. He is taking life easy since his 
retirement from active work ten years 
ago. By his early energy and industry 
he has provided, besides his ‘home, a good 
farm near Des Moines, that is now pro- 
viding for him. He is quiet of speech, 
quick of motion and keeps himself fully 
informed upon all matters pertaining to 
machinery and boilers, these having been 
some of his life’s favorite companions. 
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A Brief History of the B. of L. Firemen. 


On December 1, 1873, seventy-two days 
after that great financial crash known as 
“Black Friday,” eleven locomotive firemen 
from the Erie railroad met at Port Jervis 
N. Y., formed a lodge and pledged mutual 
and enduring friendship, such was the be- 
ginning from which sprang the great and 
beneficial organization known throughout 
the broad land as the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Firemen. To J. A. Leach, a 
man of serling integrity, moral worth, 
and zeal to improve the condition of his 
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time of their next annual convention held 
at Indianoplis, Ind., (1875), the brother- 
hood had grown to twenty-nine lodges, 
with a membership of 900. These were 
represented by forty-six delegates, who 
adopted the first protective features of 
the brotherhood. 

At the third annual convention, held at 
St. Louis, Mo., in September, 1876, fifty 
lodges were represented by forty-one dele- 
gates, the convention deciding to refer 
the establishing of an ofliciat journal to 


OFFICERS OF GRAND LODGE. 


J. J. HANAHAN, 1st .V. G. M. 


C. A. WILSON, 2d V. G. M. 


F. P. SARGENT, G. M. 


C. W. MAIER. 3d V. G. M. 


fellow firemen belongs the proud honor of 
instituting the first twelve lodges of loco- 
motive firemen, and of bringing these to- 
gether in the first annual convention of 
the brotherhood, held at Hornellsville, N. 
Y., in the fall of 1874. The principle 
business of which was the organization 
of a life insurance association, By the 


F, W. ARNOLD, G. Sec’y and Treas, 


a referendum vote of the entire member- 
ship. The members decided in favor of the 
proposition, and the first number of the 
Locomotive Firemen’s Magazine was pub- 
lished December 1, 1876, exactly three 
years after the meeting at Port Jervis, 
pledging mutual and enduring friendship. 

By the time of the fourth annual con- 
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vention, held at Indianapolis, Ind., Septem- 
ber, 1877, the great railway strike and ae- 
companying riots of July of the same 
year, had brought the railway corpora- 
tions into active opposition to the young 
brotherhood, and several lodges had been 
forced into suspension, A great many 
members had been black.isted, and in con- 


sequence about 1,000 members of those 
remaining were reported in arrears. The 
forty-nine delegates that represented the 
remaining lodges went to work with a 
will and determination, A> proposed an- 
nex of firemen as a second degree of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive  lngineers, 
Was promptly voted down, but a commit- 
tee was appointed to seek recognition 
from the engineers and also to inform 
them of a desire for co-operation on the 
part of the firemen. Some years prior to 
the formation of the brotherhood an In- 
ternational Firemen’s Union had been or- 
ganized as a protective union, and resolu- 
tions were passed by the convention with 
a View of absorping the locals of the Fire- 


W:. S CARTER. 
Editor and Mgr. B, of L. F Magazine. 


men’s Union, whose affairs were becom- 
ing demoralized. 

With all these efforts the affairs of the 
brotherhood did not mend, for at the fifth 
annual convention, held at Buffalo, N. Y. 
javi8), only thirty-eight delegates at- 
tended, representing fifty-one lodges. The 
idleness of a large number of members on 
account of blacklisting and the open op- 
position of the railway companies had the 
effect of reducing the brotherhood to the 


inability of meeting their obligations, six 
death claims at this time remaining un- 
paid. Courage and determination were 
decided to place an organizer in the field. 
A short time after this convention the de 
sired absorption of the International Fire- 
men’s Union took place, which by the 
time of the sixth annual convention, held 
at Chicago, (1879), had the effect of ma- 
terially increasing the membership, and 
the number of Jodges to seventy-six, 
these were represented by sixty-five del- 
egates who on account of the great 
agin watchwords of the convention, which 
great opposition manifested by the rail- 
road corporations sought to pacify these 
by the adoption of a resolution eliminat- 
ing strikes, and the protective features of 
the organization. When the seventh an- 
nual convention met in Chicago (1880), 
the brotherhood was $5,116.82 short of 
enough to meet its obligations. Subscrip- 
tion lists calling for donations were sent 
to each lodge to meet this deficiency, 
which happy to say were nobly respond- 
ed too. EK. V. Debs, an ardent advocate 
of arbitration ana an extreme opponent 
of strikes was elected secretary, which to- 
gether with the elimination of the pro- 
tive features by the former convention 
had the effect of largely removing the ex- 
treme opposition of the railroad manage- 
ments, with the result that by the time of 
the eighth annual convention, held at 
Boston (1881), the number of lodges had 
increased eighteen, the membership had 
increased to 2,998, and enough money had 
been remitted to the Grand Lodge to pay 
every cent of indebtedness, leaving the 
brotherhood for the first time in its ex- 
istence, absolutely free from debt. 

At the ninth annual convention, held at 
Terre tlaute, Ind., (1882), ninety-four 
lodges with a membership of 5,125, were 
represented. Twenty-three locals having 
been added during the year. 

By the time of the tenth annual conven- 
tion, held at Denver, Col., (1883), the 
lodges represented had increased'‘to 130, 
with a membership of 7,337. 

At the eleventh annual convention, held 
at Toronto, Canada (1884), the word 
“white,” was incorporated in the consti- 
tution as a qualification for membership, 
and has ever since remained, being largely 
used, though with poor cause, during late 
years by opponents to federating with the 
American Federation of Labor. The mem- 
bership had by this time increased to 12,- 
246. The question of the classification of 
wages was discussed at this meeting and 
a beginning made, which finally resulted 
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Indicative of the great usefulness of 
the brotherhood is the fact that the Grand 
Lodge paid out for death and disability 
insurance, from September 1, 1880, to 
June 30, 1897, the enormous cotal of $4,- 
161,147.20. This insurance is a most 
worthy and notable feature of the or- 
ganization, having in various forms been 
in operation since the formation of the 
brotherhood, in fact it was the great 
feature adopted by the first convention of 
the twelve original lodges. 

At present all persons becoming mem- 
bers, not over 45 years of age are permit- 
ted to participate in the insurance de- 
partment, making their own choice as to 
the amount of certificate they desire to 
carry. These certificates are issued in 
amounts of $500, $1,000 and $1,500, pay- 
able either upon disability or death. <As- 
sessments upon these certificates to pay 
c'aims are made when necessary on the 

- first of the month upon the following ba- 
sis: Members holding #509 certificates, 
75 cents; members holding $1,000 certif- 
icates, 1.50; members holding $1,500 
certificates, $2. The annual cost to each 
member during 1896 and 1897, was upon 
holders of $500 certificates, $6; holders of 
$1,000 certificates, $12, and holders of 
$1,500 certificates, $16; thus furnishing 
a cheaper insurance to the membership 
than any other form of insurance in ex- 
istence. 
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Mrs. J. A. LEACH, Grand Prest., Ladies’ Auxiliary. | MRS, MAUDE E. MOORE, Grand Sec-Treas., Ladies’ Auxiliary 


in the discontinuance of the rule by the 
railway companies. 

The twefth annual convention, held at 
Philadelphia, Penn., (1885), was oneofthe 
most notable in tue history of the broth- 
erhood. For some time the rank and file 
of the membership had taken exception to 
the policy of ignoring strikes, and after a 
most determined struggle, again brought 
the brotherhood in line as a bona fide 
“labor” organization, with all the protec- 
tive features of the trades union, follow- 
ing it up by sending greeting to oyganized 
labor, saying that “the brotherhood would 
henceforth be counted with those who de- 
manded justice and were willing to fight 
for it if need be.” Blacklisting was con- 
demned, and protection extended to those 
out of employment. Forty-nine lodges 
had been organized the preceding year, 
and the brotherhood at the time of the 
convention had a membership of 14,694, 
with a cash balance of $25,662.44. 

The thirteenth and last annual conven- 
tion was held at Minneapolis, Minn., 
(1886), 256 lodges were represented out 
of a total of 331 affiliated, having a mem- 
bership of 16,196. The receipts of the 
Grand Lodge during the year had reached 
the enormous total of $288,920.88. It was 
at this convention that I. V. Debs severed 
his connection with the brotherhood, af- 
terwards organizing the American Rail- 
way Union, which a few years later came 
nearly wrecn.ng the organization which 
he had so, valiantly defended and labored 
for. 

During the interim of two years from 
the Indianapolis to the first biennial con- 
vention, held at Atlanta, Ga., in Septem- 
ber, 1888, most momentous events allect- 
ing the brotherhood occurred. The action 
began four years before in’ reference to 


Classification of wages. now bore fruit, 
hundreds of contracts and agreements 
were signed with railroad companies 
abrogating the obnoxious rule. The 
main eyents injurious to the  broth- 
erhood were that the organization of 
firemen under the Knights of Labor, 
begun in 1885 had its first det- 
rimental effect during this interim. The 


Brooklyn elevated, and the great Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy strikes closely fol- 
lowing made serious inroads in the broth- 


erhoods’ membership, but the cheek was” 


only temporary, for by the time of the 
second biennial convention, held at San 
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Francisco, Cal., (1890), the outlook was 
already beginning to brighten. 

The third biennial convention was held 
at Cincinnati, O. (1892), during the -fol- 
lowing year the inroads made upon the 
membership of the brotherhood by the 
American Railway Union became very 
large; at the close of the fiscal year of 
July 31, 1893, the brotherhood numbered 
506 lodges with a membership of 28,611 
from then on the membership fell rapidly, 
nearly all being absorbed by the Ameri- 
can Railway Union. But previous to the 
fourth biennial convention of the brother- 
hood, held at Harrisburg, Penn., (1894), 
the American Railway Union had _re- 
ceived a serious setback by reason of the 
great “Pullman Strike,” wh.ch unally dis- 
rupted the entire organization, when the 
brotherhood was again left in sole posses- 
sion made rapid advancement. The se- 
riousness of the setback to the brother- 
hood, caused by the American Railway 
Union is fully shown by the fact that the 
numoer of lodges had dropped to 484, and 
the membership to 21,408, at the close of 
the fiscal year, ending July 31, 1895. 

By the time of the fifth biennial con- 
vention, held at Galveston, Texas, in Sep- 
tember, 1896, the outlook for the brother- 
hood was more encouraging than ever be- 
fore, and this outlook has fully mater- 
ialized. On July 1, 1897, the brotherhood 
had a membership of 24,251, and on July 
1, 1898, it had 27,039, making an unpre- 
cedented net gain of 2,788 during the year 
ov a total gain during the biennial period 
of 4,078 members. Eighteen new lodges 
were organized during the last year, and 
aonet gain of thirty-one lodges made dur- 
ing the term, bringing the total number 
of lodges up to 588, the highest number in 
the history of the brotherhood, a record 
to be proud of for a twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of the organization, as the Toron- 
to (1898) convention will mark. While 
since the collapse of the American Rail- 
way Union the advance made in member- 
ship has been marvelous, the financial 
part of the brotherhood has kept more 
than apace as will be seen by the follow- 
ing: On July 1, 1896, the Grand Lodge 
had on hand a cash balance in all funds 
of $12406,57, while on June 1, 1898, (cov- 
ering a period of twenty-three months), 
the cash balance in all funds was $85,- 
877.47, or an amount nearly equal to sev- 
en times that on hand at the first date. 
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~T\M JOHNSON SON, 


(oLDENRVLE CLOTHIERS ~307-309 WALNVT ST. 


LARGEST CLOTHING HOUSE 
ENG PES Aa lest s LOY A eentestiss 


We sell recognized Union made working clothing for 
railroad men. 
Tuigh quality at lowest possible prices. 


The Home Lodge. 


ONFIDENCE LODGE, No, 102, of. Des Moines, Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Firemen was organized February :18, 1882, with 
thirteen charter members. But the ‘‘thirteen’’ did not prove a 
~ hoodoo. Good luck has attended the organization from the 
start, and it has flourished, both in membership and usefulness. The 
first officers were: D. R. Hayes, Master; W. N. Smith, Secretary; J. C. 
Musgrove, Financier; P. Combs, Magazine Agent. The Lodge was 
organized in East Des Moines, but later the headquarters was moved to 
the West city, where véry fine rooms now attest the good financial con- 
dition of the Lodge. When the new division of the C., R. I. & P. was 
established at Valley Junction, another lodge was instituted there, 
which drew rather largely from the membership of Confidence Lodge. 
But the financial statement furnished by the officials to May, 1898, dis- 
closes the fact that a good business is still done at the old stand, and 
that although there are two organizations in Polk County, not five 


miles apart, there is apparently room for both. 

Here is the statement: Confidence Lodge has paid to the Grand 
Lodge up to and including the last May, assessment the following 
amounts: Beneficiary, $11,486.50; Grand Lodge dues, $1, 384.50; pro- 
tective assessments, $1,325.50; grand total, $14,196.50. 

The record of deaths and disabilities shows that there has been . 
paid back to the Lodge the sum of $6,500; and the sick benefits paid 
amount to $297.10. A good financial showing. 
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The special committee appointed by the Lodge to win out in 
getting the 1900 convention to hold its sessions at Des Moines consists 
of Fred L. Barnett, chairman, J. E. Platner, C. M. Krull, N. P. Collins, 
Thos. J. Howard, Frank E. Riley, R. H. Derrick, Secretary. 


There are among this membership orators of no mean order, and 
others blest with the eternal grit, that knows no such word as fail. 
They are known locally as being influential in labor circles, and indeed 


T. J. HOWARD, Past Master, N. P. COLLINS, Collector, 
Rk. H. DERRICK, Secretary. F. E. RILEY, Master and Receiver 
FRED L. BARNETT, Magazine Agent. 


one of them, Mr. Frank E. Riley is vice president of the Des Moines 
Trades and Labor Assembly, while Mr. N. P. Collins is second vice 
president of the lowa'State Federation of Labor. The chairman, Mr. 
Fred L: Barnett, is a member of the Grand Executive Board of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen, and has held numerous influential 
positions previous to his election to this high office. 
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HE SUBJECT of this sketch is a native of Iowa. was born at 

Des Moines, Iowa, Polk County, April 19, 1867. At the age 

of 10, his father having met with business reverses, we find him 

selling papers and shining shoes. At 12 he was elected a page in the 
House of Representatives, seventeenth General Assembly, two years 
thereafter re-elected by unanimous vote, being made chief page by 
reason of his energetic work, kindness and courtesy, and was again 
elected a page in the 
Senate of the nine- 
teenth General As- 
sembly. (At 47 he 
was given a place in 
the Des Moines post 
office by the Hon. J. 
S. Clarkson, going 
all through the differ- 
ent departments 
from general delivery 
to night chief clerk 
in the mailing depart- 
ment. At 19 he was 
promoted from the 
post office depart- 
ment to that of mail 
agent on the Des 
Moines and Albia 
branch of the C., B. 
SOs Rylebuts re- 
signed to take a posi- 
tion with his father 
as traveling sales- 


FRED: L.. “BAKNEDT I; 


man, with whom he 
remained until 1889, when his career as a railroad man began. He 
accepted a position with the Des Moines Union Ry., afterwards being 
promoted to the Des Moines Northern & Western Ry., continuing with 
that company until gradually promoted to a $100 passenger run and 
was running as extra engineer on the road. 


- 101 


ee 
os 2 a Ge Sees aX oe 
4. 2 eos eee &e ss 
SS — 
we ie a ae oma: SF 
i 2c Se eaute 22 * 


7 ee 


<—.. 


im] 2a 2 


In January, 1895, Mr. Barnett was offered the position of Assistant 
Superintendent and Secretary of the Dallas, Texas, post office building, 
then being built by the government. This position he accepted, retiring 
three months after the administration of Mr. Cleveland had been instal- 
led Returning to Des Moines in the early part of 1894, he accepted 
the position of Superintendent of street lights, continuing in this posi- 
tion until July, when he resigned, and is now engaged in mercantile 
pursuits in Des Moines. 

This is but a skeleton sketch of the busy career of ‘‘The Little Giant” 
as his friends persist in calling him. His desire to climb upward and 
onward is evinced by several well recollected episodes in his life, a few 
of which find place in this sketch. 

Eight years ago he fought what was considered the famous dead- 
lock for the position of mail carrier for the state legislature. 

He has been chairman of the State Federation of Labor Legislative 
Board. Also vice-president of the Des Moines Trades and Labor 
Assembly. Was secretary and treasurer of B. of L. F. Legislative 
Board 1897 and member of Board in 1808. 

In the latter part of 1897 he was a candidate for the position of 
Labor Commissioner of Iowa, withdrawing before the contest was set- 
tled in favor of his friend, W. E. O’Bleness, the present Labor Com- 
missioner, for the third term. 

Early in.1892, Mr. Barnett joined the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen, and at its Fifth Biennial Convention, held at Galvestion, Texas, 
he was elected a member of the Grand Executive Board. In the local 
organization of the order he has held nearly all the official positions. 
He is the delegate from Xs lodge to the Des Moines Trades and Labor 
Assembly and is an active member of the Knights of Pythias, Odd 
Fellows, Woodmen of the World and Supreme Court of Honor. 

In June, 1897,.Mr. Barnett won the Des Moines Daily News con- 
test for a trip to Alaska, receiving the enormous vote of 136,713. He 
had a majority of over 23,000 over the next highest opponent. This 
illustrates the many friends he has in Des Moines and the state. 

Mr. Barnett has an unprecedented record in politics, being: an 
ardent Republican, of ten straight years campaigning for the Republi- 
can State Central Committee in Iowa, and also in the last national 
campaign for the National Committee. He is known all over lowa by 
the leading politicians and railroad men. 

Mr. Barnett has been one of the hardest workers for Des Moines in 
the endeavor to secure the meeting of the Seventh Biennial Conven- 
tion of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen in 1900. As the local 
representative of the Firemen’s Magazine he has proved to be one of 
the best magazine solicitors in the U.S. He is yet a young man with 
a future of bright possibilities, before him and will, no doubt, be heard 
from in some high and responsible position in the near future. 
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E. PLATNER, delegate elect of Confidence Lodge No. 102, Brother- 
‘hood of Locomotive Firemen, to the Sixth Biennial Convention 
of B. of L. F., was born at Mt. Hope, Ind., Nov. 21, 1861, and 
lived with his parents ona farm until 1871, when he entered the 
Northern Indiana Normal School for a course in classics, graduating from 
that institution. His first railroad labor was as helper in the boiler shop 
of the B. & M., at Platte, Neb. In 1883 he took a position as locomo- 
tive fireman on the Lake Shore R’y, whichhe retained until 1887, when 
he took a like position on the 
Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri 
Valley, where he was promoted 
to engineer in 1892; leaving 
that road sometime afterward 
he secured a position as engin- 
eer on the Chicago, Great 
Western, where he is at pres- 
ent serving. 

He became amember of 
Pine Ridge Lodge, Novi? oe: 
of L. F., March 4, 1888, always 
being among the must active 
workers, he filled successfully 
the offices of trustee, receiver, 
master and chairman of board 
of adjustment, in rotation, and 
was honored by his lodge send- 
ing him as their delegate to the 
1892 convention of the B. of 
L. F., held in San Francisco, 
and as visiting member to the 
Galveston convention of 1896. 
He has for some time been a member of Confidence Lodge, No. 102, 
where his general executive ability, great energy and good address pro- 
cured for him the delegateship to the forthcoming Brotherhood’s 
Toronto convention, where he expects to be of great service in securing 
for his lodge and for Des Moines the great honor of entertaining the 
great Seventh Biennial Convention of the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen in 1900. 
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R. C. M. KRULL, alternate delegate to the Sixth Biennial Conven- 
tion from Confidence Lodge No. 102, B. of L. F., was born Au- 


gust 21, 1858, in Berlin, Canada. His eucational advantages 
were only such as could be obtained through attendance at the common 
schools. These, however, he made the most of and after obtaining the 
best to be had of such an education he started in life, commencing his 
railroad career with the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific in 1881. He 
fired an engine on that popular western road until 1891, ten years, when 


he was promoted to engineer; he held this position until 1894. He has 
always been a staunch Brotherhood worker, and joined the order in 
1834. He was in attendance at the great Atlanta Convention in 1888, 
and while now engaged as stationary engineer at the Iowa Loan and 
Trust Building, one of the finest office blocks in Des Moines, he has 
lost none of his long time interest and enthusiasm in Brotherhood work. 
He is popular and possessed of a large share of good sound sense, a 
quality that will make him a thorough representative of the popular 
lodge which sends him as alternate delegate to the Toronto convention. 


104 


Bap cg 
7 ft ¢ . 

a, ae tk ba penises ae ni 8 
menor sd 16 ¢ oouehnette ar ‘bactiatde edb 
Mrs pubtiatde ale teow ag ka ol? Sheng od pacoerrs 
ete yoneneos oil ed Bebaite sel holmnahe named 
8 188 nt ahisel % hoalel doe .ogeaidD oul) 
yeas AI 191,100) Ley fear itelerw ieluqog on @ 


% 


yl a4 
7 Ae | ‘ r Ae aR a Ma et 
> ch. 
at i 
at « : 
“ee | 
- 
ee 1 oan 
‘ j ae | a. ; 
ah 4 . + ey 
j me . j ‘ LS eg ‘ 
’ 1 J s 
i a ‘ 
- 7 J a Lay ; 
af | oy * 
I -_ vs 4 - 
7 . v i , % + 
! é 7 
‘ 
i ih me » oF 
' ; | he » 
; - ; 
‘ i. ’ 
m ai 7 
A ’ 
' tg 
4 ; 4 
oo : Py: ae : 
baie : e At ; “ 7 Z tig yy ay 
1 - i 
ei Pan a a 
a ' . 4 " oe J 
é* J es, Pa ne 
¥ : s s é 
ae amie eh ited | 7 
5 i‘ 7 : , i ay ’ 
i ; ra " : , fi 
7 | 7 i 
7 i ‘ ‘ 
ie i . iat S if 
: mn EE 8 I ee ND es i “* > 
2 — "9 ae s] 


: yee poet inte fioitizod aid bled sat i prsenigan eeciam 
oe vabae sd) heogio; baa pediow. basdyertiottl, dortw 4 “an iA * 
48 Bek Ci molnevnoD sianilé jawrg oil te so bared da bl 4 
- bun nad] swol 302 te a950igns ranciiate B bos “5 
avd of eaaiol 224 al 2drokd ‘soffle seenh. or byte 3 
" a w hoodind!ori! ai masieudins bon tesreied omit 3 
atoe bauoe boog te sree sypali & WW hateavteg'b 
“4 al 10% od oft ip ovilaiasesiqoy dxoororts est 
age oinoray od ~ ee a es 


ARK CRANE, the subject of this sketch was born at Anamosa, 
Jones County, Iowa, November 17, 1859. At the age of 15 
years he began his first sezvice on a railroad as messenger 
boy on the Iowa Central, receiving promotion to train service 
in 1878, in which capacity he served one year. His first service 

as locomotive fireman was on this same railway during the early part 
of i879. The latter part of the year he was a fireman on the Chicago 
and Northwestern, serving 
‘in that capacity until 1881 
when he was promoted to 
engineer; holding the 
throttle of No. 94 until 
1894, when the company 
recognizing his merit ap- 
pointed him coal contrac- 
tor, which position he 
still fills with credit. 

He early recognized 
the necessity of the lJabor- 
ing men combining in the 
organizations of their re- 
spective crafts for mutual 
protection and the ad- 
vancements of their int- 
erests, by affiliating with 
the Brotherhood of Loco- 
motive Firemen, becom- 
ing ong of the charter 
members Connecting Link 
Lodge, No. 25 of Boone, 
Iowa, inSeptember, 1880. 
. In thislodge he has always 

MARK CRANE. been one of the workers, 

serving as secretary and 

collecior for the past seven years. His merit has again won him 

recognition by his lodge electing him as delegate to the sixth biennial 

convention of the Brotherhocd of Locomotive Firemen to be held at 

Toronto, in September. Mr. Crane is an ardent supporter for Des 

Moines as the piace for the next firemen’s convention, and will not 

only heartily second such nomination, but will put forward his best 
endeavors for the success of his choice. 
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A. B. Cummins Ladies Society No. 96, B. of L. F. 


O MOVEMENT of a social character becomes a pronounced suc- 
\ cess without the ladies take ahand in them. The B. of L. F. 
early conceived the idea of forming Ladies Auxiliary Lodges 
throughout the states, and since the formation of the first lodge the 
order has manifested a capacity for growth that seems destined to place 
it in the ranks of the foremost beneficial and social orders in the world. 
The seventh Ladies’ Society in this state was organized July 25, 1898, 
in Des Moines, and christened A. B. Cummins Lodge, No. 96, Ladies’ 
Auxiliary of Locomotive Firemen. It contains many active society 
women, wives of the members of the brotherhood, who will see that the 
lodge lacks none of the interest which was manifested at its formation, 
and they predict a more rapid growth than any lodge inthe west. The 
officers of A. B. Cummins Lodge are: President, Mrs. J. E. Platner ; 
Vice-President, Mrs. G. M. Gathany; Past President, Mrs. Burt Johnson ; 
Secretary, Mrs. S. Poling ; Collector, Mrs. Annie Krissinger ; Treasurer, 
Mrs. Ella B. Morris; Delegate to Grand Lodge, Mrs. Fred L, Barnett ; 
Mrs. J. E. Platner, alternate. The following officers were appointed by 
the President: Insurance Agent, Mrs. Annie Krissinger; Warden, Mrs. 
Clara Johnson ; Conductor, Mrs. M. Tenney; Chaplain, Mrs. Fred L, 
Barnett ; Guard, Mrs. Anna Krull. 
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RS. FRED L. BARNETT, delegate to the Toronto convention, 
was born January 1, 1872, in Russell, Lucas county, Jowa. Her 
maiden name was Miss Maggie Boggess, and in the marriage to 

Mr. Barnett, which occured at Des Moines, September, 20th, 1892, one 
of those happy unions was consumated that remind one of the adage, 
‘*two souls with but a single thought’’ Mrs. Barnett has always 
entered with zeal and ability of no mean order into the life work to 
which her husband has devoted himself, and without betraying any con- 
fidence, it is known to their intimate friends that this popular lady is 


e.. 
MRS. F. L. BARNETT, DELEGATE A, B. CUMMINS LODGE. 


indeed a hélpmate and the ‘‘power behind the throne.’ In every way 
possible Mrs. Barnett assisted in organizing, and is one of the charter 
members of A B. Cummins Lodge, No. 96, of the Ladies’ Society of the 
B. of L. F., which was organized July 24, 1898, and she was accorded 
the honor of representing that lodge as delegate to Toronto. She is 
well educated. and would grace any high position to which'her ambi- 
tious husband may attain. 
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The Pilgrim Hotel Ae Cor. Seventh and Mulberry St 
@ Rates $1.00 and $2.00 per Day 

RS. GEORGE GRONER, of Boone, Iowa, is one of Iowa’s oldest - 
and most prominent representatives in the Ladies’ Society. Born 


in Berlin, Germany December 22, 1854. Shecame to this coun- 
try in 1866. Mrs. Groner has been a member of the Ladies’ Society 


four years, and has attended 
two meetings of the Grand 
Lodge, that at Galveston, 
Texas, and Harrisburg, Penn. 
She was Grand Vice Presi- 
dent for two years and is 
now on the Board of Trus- 
tees. In her own lodge she 
has served as Vice President 
one year and Treasurer one 
year. These honorable of- 
fices have been accorded 


her mainly on account of 
her popularity with members 
of the order, and because 
she has shown such unmis- 
takable devotion to the 
cause she has served so 
well. 


RS. GEORGE P; SMITH, of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, State Organizer, was 

born in Andrain County, Missouri, Feb- 

ruary 5, 1858. Was married August 20, 
1879. Moved to Iowa in the spring of 1884. 
She has been a member of the Ladies’ Society 
ten years, and that was before it was recog- 


nized as an auxiliary. Commencing with Fs 


Warden she has held nearly all the offices in thesociety. It will readily 
be seen that this good record entitles Mrs. Smith to take rank with the 
veterans in the cause. 
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Des Moines Trades and Labor Assembly. 


The present Trades and Labor Assembly was organized Novem- 
ber 27, 1887 (a former Assembly having disbanded some years before.) 
Delegates were in attendance from Cigarmakers’ Union, No. 111; 
Typograpical Union, No. 118; Horse-collarmakers’ Union, No. 4; 
Carpenters and Joiners’ Union, No. 68, and Bricklayers’ Union, No. 
2. The temporary organization was effected by choosing Thomas 
M. Bradly, of the Typographical Union, for chairman, and C. C. 
Harvey, of Cigarmakers’ Union forsecretary. After several meetings 
a constitution was adopted and these same delegates elected as the 
first permanent officers of the Assembly, which passed through a 
period of neglect and lack of interest on the part of delegates by not 
attending meetings and of Unions not using proper efforts to compel 
attendance. The records show the absence of a quorum from the 
beginning of January, 1888 to May 23d, of the same year: after this 
the attendance improved, and the Trades Union movement in Des 
Moines became a factor that has since accomplished much for the 
economic advancement and material betterment of those who depend 
upon their toil for a livelihood. Not only have those who affiliated 
with the Union of their craft felt this influence, but in numerous in- 
stances have unjust conditions been removed in vocations, the 
members of which have been either too ignorant to appreciate, or 
else too selfish and narrow to make acknowledgment—in either event 
the members of the Trades Union have put in their time and spent 
their money to bring about these improved conditions, not because 
they in return desired thanks or direct acknowledgment, but from the 
knowledge that the conditions of the bottom strata of humanity muse 
be elevated before those who are willing to make every endeavor fot 
improvement can effectually advance, and because of the feeling thar 
with every improvement of the unorganized the opportunity for t 
ray of light and reason to break in upon them and eventually induca 
them to make an effort themselves for advanced conditions by form- 
ing organizations for their common benent, enlightennjent and 
mutuality of intefests. 

At the beginning of 1893 the Assembly had reached its highest 
numerical point thus far attained, having at that time twenty-two 
Unions in affiliation. The great industrial panic played sad havoc 
among the respective memberships, who, from lack of work became 
discouraged and a great many good Union members were unable to 
meet their obligations to their organizations, in consequence of 
which the membership of all but the Cigarmakers and Ty pographical 
Unions decreased—a great mauy became so weakened that disband- 
ing became necessary. That the two Unions did not suffer as the 
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others did can largely be traced to their thorough and compact 
national organizations, thorough discipline -of membership, and the 
system of high dues for some years enforced which left them with 
good treasuries to effectually combat all reverses occasioned by the 
severe depression, and should be an object lesson for other Unions to 
emulate in preparation for recurring like periods. 

About the beginning of 1897 the hard times had been made 
manifest to the Trades Assembly by having reduced the number of 
affliated Unions to six, since which time the epaeh of Trades Unions” 
in Des Moines has been steady and strong. The Unions that have 
so far reorganized have done so upon the experience gained by past 
failures and are continually striving to avoid past pitfalls. The 
Assembly now numbers sixteen Unions, all organized upon a more 
permanent and substantial basis than ever before. A notable acces- 
sion during 1897 was the local lodge of the Brotherhood of Locom)- 
tive Firemen, the first of the local railway brotherhoods to fraternize 
with the Trades Unions of the city. This step was mainly taken 
because of the position taken by the Assembly upon the far-famed 
“Temple Amendment,’’ and which opened the way for a general sup- 
port of the amendment by the Trades Unions of Iowa without 
exception, and while the other Brotherhoods have so far been unable 
to affiliate because of constitutional prohibitions and other impedi- 
ments, there is no doubt but what the efforts of the Des Moines 
Assembly have been productive of a feeling of mutuality of interests 
never before manifest. 

In the line of legislation the Assembly has always done its share 
to the best of its abilities, and from the fact of its situation at the 
capital city of the state, probably more than its share of that which 
was done to alleviate the conditions of the working people so far as 
this may be done by legislation. During several sessions of the 
General Assembly of Iowa, the Trades Assembly maintained com- 
mittees to look after “labor legislation,’’ and to the credit of those 
committees may be placed the law protecting trade-marks and labels 
of labor Unions, the right of Trades Unions to incorporate, seats for 
the protection of the health of female employes in stores, etc., and 
has also upon several occasions by hard and timely efforts, defeated 
attempts to break down Iowa’s ver equitable exemption laws. 

The Assembly is now in the eleventh year of its existence, and 
judging from what it has accomplished, and its present good condi- 
tion, bodes well for the future, and while much has been accomplished 
a far greater amount of efficient work needs be done and will be done 
to make Des Moines one of the best cities for organized labor, and 
one worthy the consideration of all branches of organized labor 
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R. A. L. URICK has been for years one of the quiet, but most pa- 
tent forces in the uplifting and upbuilding of the best interests of 
Des Moines and Iowa. Prompted by no considerations of self, 
but devoted to the attainment of a higher and a better plane for those 
who toil and create wealth; he has ever been in the forefront of ]abor’s 
battles. He has never sought political perferment, and is one of the 
real friends of labor who stands out in bold relief in this particular, 
never having solicited the votes of his fellow toilers for public office. 
On the contrary his efforts have been directed to organizing and unify- 
ing the workingmen of the city and state, to the end that they might 
present a Solid front in demanding their rights of the political parties. 
His highest aim has been to benefit his fellows by merging them into a 
compact mass for the attainment of their demands in the domain of in- 
dustrial endeavor. Mr. Urick came tothis city eighteen years ago, at a 
time when there was either no union organizations of labor in the city, 
or when they were in 
a weak and untried 
condition. The same 
year, 1880, he assis- 
ted to organize the 
cigarmaker’s union 
and was chosen the 
first corresponding 
secretary of the or- 
ganization, which 
has since grown in 
numbers and irflu- 
ence until it ranks 
among the first of 
Des Moines labor 
unions. In1881t he 
proposed the forma- 
tion of the Des 
Moines Trades’ As- 
sembly, of which he 
was elected president 
and served three 
terms. He urged up- 
on the legislature the 
passage of a law to 
protect union trade 
marks. He has been 
president eight terms 
of the Assembly. 
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$4 Shoes for $5 Men, W. L. WHITE. 506 Walnut St. 


RANK E. RILEY, the present popular Master of Confidence 
[7 Lodge No. 102 of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemn, first 
saw the light at Mattoon, IIl., the city lately made famous among 
railroad men by being selected by the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers for their home for aged and infirm. He was born November 
14, 1872, and lived on a farm with his parents until 19 years of age, 
when he came to Des Moines, securing a position with the Chicago & 
Great Western railway in 
1892, as a locomotive &re- 
man. He served in this 
capacity for five years, when 
his fidelity and able services 
secured him promotion to 
engineer in 1897, a position 
he now holds. Mr. Riley 
has not only been true to his 
trust as an employe, but he 
early became imbued with 
the necessity of working men 
of a craft combining together 
for mutual protection and 
advancement of interests, 
and affiliated with the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen as soon as eligible. 
While a member of this 
lodge he has always been an 
ardent worker, never shirk- 


FRANK E. RILEY. ing any work he was dele- 
gated to attend to, and 
always done it well. He has served three terms as receiver of his lodge, 


and is now serving as master, and is also at present representing his 
lodge in the Des Moines Trades and Labor Assembly, where he was on 
July 13, 1898, unanimously elected to the position of Vice-President. 
He is everywhere popular, and a general favorite among all his assoct- 
ates. 
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IOWA FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


During the early spring of 1893, the Burlington Trades and 
Labor Assembly issued a call for a convention of Trades Unions to 
be held in that city the following May. The Unions of Sioux City, 
and several other of the extreme northern and western cities, sug- 
gested a more central location, urging the very reasonable ground 
of economy in traveling expense of many Unions that wished to be 
represented. In accordance with this suggestion the Des Moines 
Assembly requested from the Burlington Assembly the privilege of 
the first convention, which was at once graciously conceded in the 
interest of success. The result was the organization of the Iowa 
State Federation of Labor, at Des Moines, May 15, 16, 17, 1893.: 
The convention was one of the largest and most successful thus far 
sheld. A number of Unions from Sioux City, Davenport, Dubuque, 
Ottumwa, Muscatine, Bnrlington and Des Moines were represented 
by a total of fifty-two delegates, while a large number of Unions 
from other cities pledged support to the organization, the organiza- 
tion starting out under the most auspicious circumstances. The aims 
and objects being briefly but forcibly set forth in the following “‘pre- 
amble:’’ 

“Recognizing the fact that the very instinct of self-preservation 
demands the closer union of all Trades and Labor Organizations, in 
order that equality of right and privilege may be obtained for wage- 
workers, we, the representatives of the Trades and Labor Unions of 
Iowa Assembled, do hereby unite our forces in this Convention, and | 
the cause of Labor Emancipation, and call upon wage workers 
throughout the state to join with us in obtaining needed industrial 
and social reforms. 

We affirm the natural and legal right of all wage-workers to 
organize themselves peaceably together, and condemn as autocratic 
and un-American that spirit which inspires the lock-out and black-list. 

We regard the exaction of an agreement from an employer that 
his employes shall not belong to a labor organization, as an infringe- 
ment on the natural rights of a citizen, and a species of intimidation 
that should be punished by law. 

We believe in autonomy of trade interests, and the closest pos- 
sible unity in matters of general concern. 

We regard it as the duty’of every true citizen to assist in bring- 
ing about that state of civilization wherein industrial and moral 
worth, not wealth, shall be the true standard of individual and 
national greatness.” 

The objects are further set forth in Article II, Section I of the 
Constitution. 

“The objects of'this Federation are the encouragement and 
formation of Trades and Labor Organizations, and to secure legisla- 
tion or other favorable action to the interests of the laboring classes.” 

Mr. Louis T. Jones was elected president, which position he 
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held until the fifth annual convention held at Des Moines in May, 
1897, and Mr. Geo. E. Shaver was elected Secretary, not being suc- 
ceeded until the Dubuque convention in May, 1808. 

The second annual convention was held at Burlington, again being 
a success, and a large amount of business was transacted, among 
which was the affiliation with the American Federation of Labor, 
the former convention having decided to withhold affiliation until 
matters could be straightened out between several dual National 
Unions, with which a part of the locals represented were affiliated. 
This being accomplished, the Burlington convention applied for and 
received a charter from the American Federation under which they 
have ever since been working. 

The next annnal convention was held at Ottumwa May 20, 21, 
1894. By this time the hard times had made decided inroads among 
Iowa Unions, and in consequence the representation was somewhat 
smaller, but the interest taken was good. A large number of Unions 
end regrets at their inability to be represented, saying that their 
zeal has not diminished, but that a strict practice of economy was 
necessary to harbor their strength to weather the great depression. 
For the same reason the 1896 convention was postponed and was 
held at Des Moines May 17, 18, 19, 1897, when J. F. Byrne of 
Ottumwa, succeeded tothe presidency. The convention was noted 
for the closest possible attention to business and a line of work was 
mapped out that was thought must win. A legislative committee 
was elected and instructed to work for the repeal of road poll tax 
laws, abolition of convict contract labor, municipal ownership of water 
works and kindred systems, and also the nationalization of railroads 
and telegraph systeins. The famous ‘‘Temple Amendment’’ was 
unanimously endorsed and the best efforts of the Federation pledged 
to secure its enactment. While the committee elected was not able 
to accomplish all that was asked, much was done that will eventually 
lead to success of the reforms desired. 

The last convention was held at Dubuque May 17, 18, 18d8. 
Mr. Byrne being re-eleeted president and Mr. J. S. Nagle, of Dubuque, 
succeeded Mr. Shaver as Secretary. It was decided to hold the next 
convention at Ottumwa, beginning May 18, 1899. 

Tne Federation having its inception just at the end of the most 
successful industrial period known to the American nation, and the 
beginning of the greatest depression ever known, it is not to be denied 
that all has not been accomplished that was either intended or indi- 
cated by the very successful and enthusiastic first convention. A 
great part of the efforts made after the first meeting were intended 
to keep the organization in tact rather than push into fields that 
might hazard all under prevailing conditions. That such action was 
the part of wisdom is plainly evidenced, for as more prosperous times 
approach, the Federation, with efficient and proper management, will 
be able to fulfill its full duty to the workingmen of Iowa, and become 
one of the best orgfnizations of its kind anywhere. 
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S. KEHM was born in Louisville, Ky., June 19,1870, his parents 


moving to Ottumwa, Iowa, in 1897, where he learned the 


¢ cigar trade a few years later. 


In 1889 he came to Des 


Moines, where he at once made application for membership 
to the Cigarmakers’ Union No. 111, of which he has ever since been a 
most active and valued member, serving as its president for four suc- 
cessive terms. He represented his union to the third annual convention 
of the Iowa State Federation of Labor, held at Ottumwa, Iowa, in 


A. S$; “KETIM. 


1895, being elected first 
vice-president of that organ- 
ization at that convention, 
a position he still holds 
having been re-elected at 
every convention since held. 
He again represented his 
union at the 1897 convent- 
ion of the Federation, acting 
with credit as chairman 
during the entire session 
owing to the absence of the 
president. 

Having for a number of 
terms served his union as a 
delegate to the Des Moines 
Trades and Labor Assembly, 
he was by that body chosen 
as its delegate to the 1898 
convention of the Federation 
held at Dubuque. 

Since his membership 
in the Cigarmakers Union 


he has always been inseparably connected with all the most active 
work of that organization, and has served with credit and fidelity on 
many of the most important committees of the Trades Assembly during 


his membership therein. 


He has in union affairs always been recog- 


nized as a hustler, a compliment he has always merited. 
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home a new pair of shoes. . , We L. : 
R. N. P. COLLINS, the present Collector of Confidence Lodge, 
No. 102, of the Brotherdood of Locomotive Firemen, was born 
at Red Rock, Marioncounty, Iowa, April 6, 1859, and in 1881 
took his first position on a railroad as a fireman on the Chicago, Burl- 
ington & Quiticy system. He retained this position for five years, when 
he was promoted to engineer, in which capacity he served until the 
great C., B. & Q. strike in 1888, when he severed his connection with 
that line. After leaving the “Q.’’ he secured a position as engineer on 
the Des Moines & Osce- 
ola railway, remaining 
with that company from 
1889 to 1894, when he 
resigned to take a posi- 
tion with the Electric 
Street Railway Com- 
pany of Des Moines, 
from which he resigned 
to accept the appoint- 
ment as city jailer of 
Des Moines in 1896, a 
- position he still holds. 
Mr. Collins, ever since 
his advent as a railway 
employe, has taken an 
active interest in mat- 
ters pertaining to the 
interests of labor and 
labor organizations. As 
soon as eligible, in 1882, 
N. P. COLLINS. he was admitted to 
Advance Lodge, No. 
1o1, of the B. of L. F., of which lodge he was a member until that 
lodge suspended in 1889, owing to the failure of the “‘Q.’’ strike. He 
became a member of Confidence Lodge, No. 102, in 1896. When Con- 
fidence Lodge first affiliated with the Des Moines Trades and Labor 
Assembly he was one of the delegates to that body, and shortly after- 
wards was elected as its Vice President; he is also at present second Vice 
President of the Iowa State Federation of J.abor, 
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O. HAVEN, than there is probably no railroad employe in Iowa 
that enjoys a wider acquaintance, or who is more favorably 
¢ known for active and efficient work in behalf of the famous 
‘‘Temple Amendment,” having acted as secretary pro-tev of 
the Joint Legislative Committee of the Iowa railroad brotherhoods 
during both the special and the succeeding Twenty-seventh General 
Assembly. He was continually on the ground and was looked upon as 
one of the most zealous and effective workers among the committee, 
which as events proved, was composed of men that were giants for the 
cause they represented. 
When the joint committee organized Mr. F. R. Pike of Clinton, 
Iowa, was chosen as the regular secre- 
tary, but not being able to give his 
entire time in performance of the 
guties of the committee, Mr. Haven 
ee] was selected secretary, pro-¢em and 
We} during that session proved that the 
fea| confidence was well reposed. He was 
noted for conservatism and great pains- 
taking in all his efforts for the amend- 
ment, and when the joint committee 
reconvened, previous to the conven- 
ing of the Twenty-seventh General As- 
sembly, for the final effort which cul- 
minated so successfully, he was one of 
the special sub-committee selected to 
remain continually on the ground. 
Considering the arduousness of 
E. O. HAVEN. the labor, the judgment and foresight 
required to meet the many obstacles 
and intricacies always thrown in the way of legislation providing for 
common justice to the man who works, it is indicative to say that 
he again faithfully and successfully performed all that was expected 
from him, 
Mr. Haven was born in the town of Floyd, Floyd County, Iowa, 
September 9, 1865, where he attended the public schools, afterwards 
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finishing his education under the able instruction of Col. Abernathy 
of the Cedar Valley Seminary. After completeing his course at this 
institution he entered the teachers profession, teaching sucessfully 
county and villiage schools until 1897, when tiring of this vocation he 
engaged in the hardware business in his native town following the same 
for three years when again becoming dissatisfied he disposed of his 
business and in 1890 entered the train service of the Illinois Central 
Railroad Company, making his headquarters at Waterloo, Iowa, the 
place of his present residence. 

He has always been a zealous worker in his local lodge of the 
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, of which he became a member as 
soon as his railway service made him eligible. His early educational 
training at once brought him into prominence and he was elected 
secretary a position he filled with great credit for a year. He was then 
chosen chairman of the local grievance cgmmittee for three successive 
terms, after which he was chosen a member of the general grievance 
committee, holding at present the hcnorable position of secretary. But 
there is no event in Mr, Havens’ life that stands out in bolder relief 
than his selection as one of the three members of the Iowa 
Brotherhoods of Railroad Trainmen to represent them on the Joint 
Legislature Committee, at the time when all knew that the right men 
on the committee meant success, and the wrong men failure in a con- 
test for a principle in which the welfare of every railroad employee in 
Iowa was at Stake, and though a young man, being only 34 years of 
age, he fulfilled the duties required of him with an ability that augers 
for a bright and successful future. The same good judgment displayed 
in his legislative work, and the same tenacity of purpose for right and 
justice should win for him brighter laurels at the hands of those whose 
cause he so ably defended and promoted. 


Meals 15c. Quick Service. Everything Neat and Clean. 
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THE IDEAL CHOP HOUSE, 


OPEN DAY AND NIGHT. 
BRAIDEN & HEEFNER, Props. Des Moiens, Iowa. 


611 MULBERRY STREET. 
JUST WEST OF WAITING ROOM. 


Also operating Chop House at 709 Walnut Street. 
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WILLS. 


No representative laboring man in the 
northwest is better and more favorably 
known than is Mr. Herman EK. Wills, of 
Clinton, lowa. He comes from the Ver- 
mont “Dewey” stock, lately immortalized 
at Manila, the further mention of which 
is superfluous. Ile came to Lowa in L866, 
and at once went to work on the C. & 
N. W. railway as a locomotive fireman. 
After firing for something more than two 
years he was promoted by that road to 
the position of Jocomotive engineer. He 
remained with the Northwestern until the 
fall of 1871, when he voluntarily severed 
his connection with that road, and en- 
tered the employ of the B., C. & ON: 
road. While in the service of that road 
he was arduous in promoting the condi- 
tion of the engineers and firemen, and his 
activity in that direction led to his leay- 
ing the company, and re-engaging him- 
self with the Northwestern road. 

Mr. Wills, almost from the time he 
commenced work in this state, has been 
prominent in the Brotherhood of either 
Firemen or Engineers. In November, 1868, 
he assisted in the organization of Clinton 
Lodge No. 8, Locomotive Kiremen’s Un- 
ion, and was elected master. The follow- 
ing year he was a delegate to the inter- 
national convention, held at St. Louis, was 
a delegate in 1872 to the convention held 
in Boston, and was made district deputy 
erand master. The gsune year he was ini- 
tiated into Clinton’ Division, No. 125, 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers—- 
withdrawing from that division soon after 
to aid in organizing Cedar Rapids Divis- 
ion, No. 159, of which division he served 
aus its chief engineer for four years, and 
was its delegate in 1875 to the interna- 


tional convention held in the city of New 
York. Hle returned to the Clinton divis- 
ion in 1576. Was its delegate to the fol- 
lowing international conventions: Balti- 
more, 1881; Louisville, 1852; Butfalo, 
1883; New Orleans, 1885; Chicago, 1887. 
Was erected to the Micumond, Va., con- 
vention of 1888, but did not attend on 
account of his being nominated by the 
democratic party for the position of rail- 
road commussioner. tle again served his 
division as delegate to tne Denver con- 
vention of 1889; St. Paul, 1892; Ottawa, 
Can., 1804, and was elected delegate to 
the St. Louis convention of 1898. tle was 


elected tour consecutive times chief en- 
v.neer of ls. of L, K. In 1877 was elect- 
cd a member of the general standing 


erievance committee of the Northwestern 
system, and was afterward elected gen- 
eral chairman, in which capacity he 
served for five coiseculive and 
upon resigning was given a testimonial of 
thanks by the committee for the able and 
satisiactory manner in which he had filled 
the position, At the Louisville conven- 
tion Mr. Wills was elected second grand 
assistant engineer of the International 
Brotherhood, and is at present serving as 
chief of Clinton division No, 125. 

There is probably no one thing in the 
life of Mr. Wills more creditable to him, 
or that he holds in greater esteem, than 
his unanimous election to the salaried 
chairmanship of the general committee of 
adjustinent of the Chicago & Northwest- 
ern system, in November, 1897. After giv- 
iyg the matter careful consideration he 
declined to serve and received expressions 
of perfect. contidence and the unanimous 
thanks of the entire committee, 

When the joint legislative committee 
of the railway brotherhoods met in 1897, 
{o initiate their famous fight for the prin- 
ciple afterwards set forth in the famous 
“Temple amendment,” Mr. Wills) was 
elected chairman, where his patience, able 
efYorts, untiring energy, courteous and 
careful consideration, gained for him the 
profoundest respect from every member 
of the legislature, and made the amend- 
ment one of the issues of the succeeding 
campaign. When he joint legislative 
connnittee again met, previous to the con- 
vening of the Twenty-seventh general as- 
sembly, he was again selected as their 
chairman, a position he now retains. 

This brief sketch shows the kind of 
metal the man is made of. Tle was a born 
leader. He leads because he is full of 
forbearance and indulgence. There is 
nothing of the arbitrary ‘and commanding 
about him, He wants things right and he 


Seegt 
seals, 


will not submit to things wrong. There 
is no engineer in the stace more 


highly respected and held in greater es- 
teem by railroad men than Terman i. 
Wills, Tle is tnexcelled for fairness and 
love of justice. 
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Temple. 


Hfon. M. L. Temple, of Osceola, Lowa, 
the author of the “Temple amendment,” 
is a practicing lawyer and has resided in 
Osceola, the county seat of Clarke county, 
lowa, for nearly twenty-live years. Lle is 
nearly fifty years of age, having been 
born in the little village of Wadestown, 
Va, in Monogalia county, on the 16th day 
of September, 1545. Ilis early life until 
he entered college was spent on a farm, 
among the rough hills of the mountain 
country. [lis father, Nathaniel Temple, 
Was a farmer, descended from an old fam- 
ily which came from England in’ 1636, 
settling at Salem, Mass. The family was 
aw prominent one of the commons class of 
Mneland. It furnished four members in 
the famous Long parliament, two of 
Whom were afterwards distinguished as 
“Reeicide Judges.” 

Asa boy Mr. Temple received te foun- 
dation of a good common education from 
his mother, Mrs. Henrietta: Rice Temple, 
a woman of strong intellect, and who 
found time in the early days of Virginia, 
hefore public schools were instituted, to 
vive a good start in elementary education 
to her children, besides bourtny her shave 


of the burdens of farm life on a mountain, 
wooded tarm, which was claimed trom 
the farm and brought into subjecuon by 
the severest toil, ‘Phe subject: o: our 
sketch received 140 days schoolmg prior 
to his thirteenth birthday in tue owt suv- 
scriptions schools in the ante-bemum days 
of Virginia, when the tabormg man was 
not considered of consequence enough to 
even provide education im the three lis 
for him at public expense. 

These deprivations indetibly impressed 
themselves on the mind of we boy, and 
his early experiences made of him a deep 
and earnest sympathizer with the lot of 
the laboring men. His father became an 
Invalid about 1864, dying in March of 
1869, and the young lad was compelled, 
as the eldest son, to take charge of the 
farm, and to look after the support of the 
family. In September, 1860, witu limited 
means, he entered the West Virginia 
State University, graduating in the 
Classical departinent im June, 1873. Dur- 
ing the time of his attendance at the uni- 
versity he pursued the study of law, and 
after graduation, in the fall of 1873, he 
came to Clark county, settling first on a 
farm, but in the spring of 1874, removed 
to Osceola, where he was admitted to the 
bar in May of that year 

Mir. ‘Temple has never been an_ office 
seeker, He was republican elector for 
the Eighth district of lowa in 1892, and 
Was in 1895 elected a member of the house 
for the Twenty-sixth general assembly. 
This session of the general assembly was 
charged with the work of revising the 
code, and Mr, Temple was made by the 
speaker chairman of the code revision 
committee. During the extra, or code 
making session, Mr Temple introduced 
the amendment to Sec. 1307 of the old 
code, Which has since become famous as 
the Temple amendment. He was renom- 
inated for the house in 1897, but defeated 
at the polls, his friends believe, on ac- 
count of his action in urging this amend- 
ment, The history of the amendment is 
known to all, how it became a law and 
has met the approval of conservative 
friends of labor everywhere. Mayr, Tem- 
ple has been an earnest student of the 
labor problems, and is conservative and 
earnest in his advocacy of all reforms 
looking to the bettering of the condition 
of the laboring classes. Our communica- 
tion with him during his two winters in 
the legislature, led us to respect his views. 
lle is fearless and firm when he has ta- 
ken a stand, never surrendering what he 
believes to be right. THe is not an agita- 
tor and has no sympathy with violence 
or disorder, nor with the professional ag- 
itator, believing in good laws and just ap- 
plication of the law as the only safe and 
elective remedy for grievances, J + 5h 
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HISTORY OF THE TEMPLE AMEND- 
; MENT. . 

It is the rule of common law tnat the 
principal is responsible for the acts of 
his agen, the same as though the act 
was done by himself, and therefore a per- 
son injured by the agent or employe has a 
remedy against the employer. Strange 
as it may appear this rule does not apply 
when the person injured, and the person 
causing the injury are both in the employ 
of the same principal. Jt is assumed that 
a person engaging in a hazardous employ- 
ment, with a full knowledge of its risks, 
assumes all those risks, and unless negli- 
gence can be traced directly to the princi- 
pal, the person injured has no remedy at 
law. This latter rule has often been 
termed “judge made law.” Under this 
rule an employe on a railroad train for in- 
stance, should he receive injury by reason 
of the carelessness or negligence of a 
switchman, whom he has never known or 
had reason to know, he would have no 
remedy at law against the company, be- 
cause the switchman is held to be a co- 
employe, 

To remedy this rule the State of Iowa 
in 1862 passed a daw supposed to make 
railway companies liable to an employe 
when injured through the carelessness or 
negligence of a co-employe, and in 1868 
an amendment was passed to strengthen 
the act of 1862. In 1873 the Lowa Code 
was revised and the amended act of L868 
was reenacted, and has ever since been a 
part of the yaws of the state, being as 
follows: 

SECTION 2002 OF AVCLAIN'S CODE. 

“Kvery corporation operating a railway 
shall be liable for alldamages sustained by 
any person, including employes of such 
corporation, in consequence of the neglect 
of agents or by the mismanagement of 
the engineers or other employes thereof, 
and in consequence of the wilful wrongs, 
whether of eommission or omission, of 
such agents, engineers or other employes, 
when such wrongs are in any manner con- 
nected with the use and operation of any 
railway on or about which they shall be 
employed: and go contract which restricts 
such liability shall be legal or binding.” 

In 1889, the Chicago, Burlington and 
Quincey Railroad Company organized the 
Burlington Voluntary Relief Department. 
By this system those employes of the 
road becoming members of the depart- 
ment were divided into five classes ac- 
cording to their earnings, and from seven- 
ty-five cents to $3.75 was deducted per 


month from their earnings, which amounts 
were turned into the relief department. 
The company agreeing to defray all ex- 
penses of operation of the department and 
guaranteeing the sufliciency of the fund 
to pay all benefits accruing to the mem- 
bers. These benetits ranged from 50 cents 
to $2.50 per day, according to class, dur- 
ing sickness for a period of 52 weeks, and 
in case of accident during entire disabilty, 
and in case of death from $255 to $1,250, 
according to class. The employe upon 
becoming a member of the relief depart- 
ment signed a contract containing these 
Clauses: 

“LT also agree tha in consideration of 
the wmnounts paid and to be paid by the 
said company for the maintenance of the 
relief department, the acceptance of ben- 
efits from said relief fund for injury or 
death, shall operate as a release and sat- 
isfaction of all claims or damages against 
the said company, arising from such in- 
jury or death, which could be made by 
me or my legal representatives.” 

“Should a member or his legal repre- 
sentatives bring suit against the company 
for damages on account of injury or death 
of such member, the payment of benefits 
from the relief fund on account of the 
same shall not be made until such suit is 
discontinued, and if such suit snall pro- 
ceed to judgment or shall be compro- 
mised, all claims upon the relief fund for 
benefits on account of such injury. or - 
death shall be thereby precluded.” 

The Iowa Supreme Court held this con- 
tract to be “fair and not inequitable,” and 
that the department was purely volun- 
tary, further holding that the acceptance 
of any benetit for injury from the relief 
department by an employe or his repre- 
sentative invalidated all rights for dam- 
ages guarauteed by the act of 1873. 

This was held by the railway brother- 


~ hoods to be a permission for the railroad 


companies to not only escape their just 
liabilities, but permitted them to force 
their employes to contribute from their 
waves to a fund to be used by the com- 
panies for which the Jaw plainly 
intended the companies alone to be liable. 
They further held that it encouraged 
cheapness in construction and negligence 
in operating railroads, which tended to 
wastefulness of human life and energy. 
In January, 1897, the General Assembly 
of Towa, inet in special session to again 
revise the Code, and the railway brother- 
hoods decided to act conjointly to secure 
the passage of a remedial aet, that would 
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give them the protection they held was 
intended by the acts of 1862, °68 and 773, 
and that would not admit of iisconstruc- 
tion by the courts. For this purpose they 
appointed and maintained a joint legis- 
lative committee at the state house dur- 
ing the entire session consisting of: 

Tl. i. Wills, Clinton; J. A. Brownfield. 
Des Moines: C. A. Beebe, Mason City, of 
the Bi. of L. E.; Col. J. F. Kingsbury, 
Clinton; Fred L. Barnett, Des Moines; 
Win. McArdle, Estherville of the B. of L. 
Neal Weel Isnioht. Clrartom: Ap NY, Bell: 
Marion: G. G. Phillips, Des Moines, of the 
CA ae. RO Pike Clinton; FE). 0. 
Haven, Waterloo; F. oS. Barnes, Creston, 
of the B. of R. T. 

On February 10, 1897, the senate passed 
an act entitled * A bill for an act to re- 
vise, amend and codify the statutes in re- 
lation to the construction and operation 
of railways.” On February 11th this bill 
was sent to the House, read a first and 
second time and then referred to the com- 
mittee of railroads and commerce, this 
commnittee on February 13th reported the 
bill favorably and recommended that the 
bill do pass. On February 20th while the 
bill was under consideration in the House 
Representative Temple introduced the fa- 
mous “Temple Amendment.” by adding 
to section 2002 (The employers liability 
act of 1873) the following: “Nor shall 
any contract of insurance, relief, benefit 
or indemnity in case of injury or death, 
nor any other contract entered into prior 
to the injury between the person so in- 
jured and such corporation or any other 
person or association acting for such cor- 
poration, nor shall the acceptance of any 
such insurance, velief. benefit or indem- 
nity by the person injured, after an in- 
jury from such corporation, person or as- 
sociation constitute any bar or defense 
to any cause of action under the provi- 
sions of this chapter.” 

The same was adopted and the bill 
as amended passed the house by a vote of 
78 yeas, nays none, absent or not voting 
22.) February 23d, the bill was returned 
to the Senate for consideration of house 
amendments, and was referred to the sen- 
ate railroad committee. Tt was before 
this committee that the joint brotherhood 
committee performed herceulean labors, 
which culminated in the principles of the 
amendment being adopted by all political 
parties in theiv platforms in the succeed: 
ing campaign. \omumber of hearings were 


given do friends and opponents of the 
amendment, the most important being 


‘samme 


those held on the evenings of March 4th 
and llth. At these hearings the Burling- 
ton Voluntary relief department and their 
lobbyists and attorneys made long argu- 
ments,, presented voluminous petitions 
signed by iembers of the department, 
niunerous letters and telegrams from the 
same sources resolutions of reported mem- 
berships in various cities and towns along 
the Burlington route, circulated large 
quantities of literature and pamphlets, 
had many witnesses examined, all with a 
purpose of proving that the department 
Was purely voluntary and equitable and 
that the members thereof held it in high 
esteem, 

The brotherhoods joint legislative com- 
mittee presented many letters and tele- 
grains refuting that the department was 
either volutary, equitable or held in es- 
teem by the employes of the road. They 
presented witnesses, employes of the road, 
Who testified that they were told by 
oflicers of the road that it would be to 
their interest to join the department: oth- 
ers testified that the petitions presented 
by the department had been circulated by 
ollicials, and that a number of resolutions 
were identical, though purporting to be 
passed in various cities a nuniber of miles 
apart. The meetings having been held at 
the same hour of the same day, proving 
that the resolutions eminated from the 
source. The connittee presented 
hundreds of resolutions from the rail- 
brotherhoods, trades unions and oth- 
evs, asking the passage of the amend- 
ment in the interest of justice, equity 
and vight. The conmittee’s addresses 
before the senate committee won the 
esteem and — friendship = of — thousands 
for the anmednient. In ‘fact the “Pemple 
Amendment became the all absorbing top- 
ic of the newspapers, public speakers and 
others throughout the state. 

The senate railway committee had the 
Lill under consideration until March 26th, 
when the majority reported what became 
known as the Berry Substitute. wo sen- 
ators submitting a minority report favor 
ine the passage of the “Temple Amend- 
ment.” 

The Berry substitute being as follows: 

If such corporation maintain a relief. 
department for the benefit of its employes, | 
to which such employes in any manner 
contribute, and in the contract for which 
it aerees. in case of accident. resulting in 
injury or death, to pay to its employes 
wy insurance, relief. benefit or indemnity, 
aud in which contract it is provided that 
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so 
if the person injured, his beneficiary, heirs 
or legal representative shall accept such 
insurance, relief, benefit or indemnity, 
such acceptance shall be a bar to any 
right of recovery on account of such ac- 
cident, then and in such case, the person 
so injured, his beneficiary or legal repre- 
sentative shall have not less than thirty 
days from the date of such accident in 
which to-elect as to whether he will ac- 
cept such insurance, relief, benefit or in- 
demnity, or vely on his right of action 
against the corporation, anything in the 
contract for such insurance, relief. beentit 
or indemnity, to the contrary notwith- 
stand; and the acceptance of any such in- 
surance, relief, benefit or indemnity with- 
in said thirty days shall be no bar or de- 
fense to any action brought under the 
provisions of this section, In case any in- 
surance, relief, benefit or indemnity is 
paid within said thirty days to the per- 
son injured, his beneficiary or legal repre- 
sentative, and suit is brought under the 
provisions of this section to recover there- 
of, then the said corporation shall have 
the right to have the amount so paid, set 
off, for the benefit of the relief depart- 
ment, against any claim which the person 
so injured, his heirs or legal representa- 
fives may have against it on account of 
such injury. 

This substitute was made a special or- 
der for April 7th. On April 8th considera- 
tion was resumed, further action was then 
postponed by the senate until April 14th, 
when the Berry substitute passed that 
body by a vote of 26 veas, 28 nays, 1 ab- 
sent or not voting, and on the following 
day was inessaged to the house, which 
body made it a special order for the after- 
noon, When a motion was made that the 
house agree to the senate (Berry) substi- 
tute. This motion was defeated by a vote 
of 19 aves, G8 nays, 15 absent or not vot- 
ing. On the same day the senate was no- 
tified of the non-concurrence by the house, 
and on April 80th, a conference committee 
consisting of four members from each 
branch of the legislature met without ar- 
rivine a an aevreement, further than ree- 
ommending that another conference com- 
mittee be appointed. Such a conmnittee 
was appointed, met and recommended 
that the house recede: from the “Temple 
Mimendment” and that the senate recede 
from the Berry substitute, This report 
was concurred in by both branches, thus 
leavine the law as it had been for vears. 

While the extraordinary efforts of the 
brotherhoods’ joint levishitive committee 


in behalf of the amendment had thus far 
not succeeeded in having it enacted into 
law, they had nevertheless aroused a pub- 
lic sentiment that could never be ignored, 
for with the adjournment of the legisla- 
ture, the rank and file of the people made 
it a political issue. The same inthuences 
that secured its defeat in the legislature 
labored industriously to keep it out of the 
party platform, but in this success was 
with the brotherhoods, for after a hard 
and stubborn fight the state convention 
of the Democratic party, held at Des 
Moines, dune 23, 1807, adopted the fol- 
lowing plank in its platform: 

“We demand that the statute in op- 
eration in Jowa for more than a genera- 
tion, holding: railroad corporations to a 
strict accountability for negligent injury 
to their employes, shall be restored by 
proper amendment, to its original scope 
and intent. We hold that the clause of 
said Jaw, which provides that “no con- 
tract which restricts such Hability shall 
be legal and binding. is eminently tair 
and just; that contracts in contravention 
of the spirit of this provision are against 
public policy and should be void; and we 
demand that the pretection to life and 
limb, embodied in this provision, shall be 
fully restored, in order that corporations 
engaged in the operation of railways shall 
not be allowed by instance contracts or 
otherwise to escape liability for their acts 
of negligence, or shift this just responsi- 
bility upon the shoulders of their em- 
ployes. We hold that any other rule is 
an inducement to negligence and sets a 
premitun on wrong doing.” 

When the Republican State Convention 
met at Cedar Rapids, August 18, 1897, it 
soon became evident that the work so 
wbly conducted by the joint legislative 
committee had also borne fruit amone the 
membership of that party as is evidenced 
by the following plank in its platform, 

“We believe in the justice of those laws 
heretofore enacted by republican legisla- 
tures. securing to employes of railways 
{he vieht to indemnity tor personal in- 
juries resulting from negugence, and we 
favor such legishttion as may be found 
necessary to perfect such right, and pre- 
vent its impairment or nullification in let- 
ter or spirit.” 

A few days after the session of the @en- 
eral assembly opened, a bill practically 
thy “Pemple Amendment,” was introduced 
by Representative Cook, and a few days 
later an almost similar bill was intro- 
duced in the senate by Senator Iobart.. 
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On January 26th the Mouse passed the 


Cook bill; with only two votes recorded , 


against it, these being Hunt,of Des Moines 
county and Parker of Mills county. The 
bill was then sent to the senate for con- 
currence, and by that body referred to 
tne committee on railroads. This com- 
mittee reported favorably upon the Ilo- 
bart bill, which passed the senate on Feb- 
ruary 9th, by a vote of 40 yeas, 4 nays, 
present and not voting, 3, absent 3, Those 
voting against the bill being Senators 
Allyn, Bell, Byers and Mitchell. Those 
present and not yoting, Senators Druet, 
Eaton and Palmer. 

a few days later the house refused to 
concur in the Hobart bill, and it was then 
that the efforts of the joint legislative 
committee of the brotherhoods became 
manifest, for it was by their efforts that 
the members conceded to concur in the 
Jlopart bill, wuich was sent to the 


Governor and received his signature on 
March 8, 1898, to go into effect the Fourth 
of July following. 

The bill passed is as follows: 


Section 


Fen: 


2071 of the new code is amended by add- 
ing thereto; 

“Nor shall any contract of insurance, 
relief, benefit, or indemnity in case of in- 
jury or death, entered into prior to the 
injury, between the person so injured and 
such corporation, or any other person or 
association acting for such corporation, 
nor shall the acceptance of any such in- 
surance, relief, benefit or indemnity by 
the person injured, his widow, heirs or 
legal representatives, after the injury, 
irom such corporation, person or associa- 
tion, constitute any bar or defense to any 
cause of action brought under the provi- 
sions of this section. But nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to prevent 
or invalidate any settlement for damages 
if made subsequent to injury. 

Thus ended successfully for the railroad 
employes one of the hardest contests ever 
waged anywhere for their rights and pro- 
tection, and established a principle that 
must certainly eventually redound to the 
good of all classes of labor. 
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